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PREFACE. 


It  will  be  seen  by  those  who  read  my  first 
edition,  that  I have  omitted  much  of  the  mat- 
ter therein  contained.  I have  considered  it 
unnecessary,  in  the  present,  to  describe  the 
Fucus,  and  the  causes  which  first  led  me  to 
use  it,  because  the  plant  is  now  known  to 
most  of  the  profession,  has  been  used  by 
many,  and  is  now  introduced  into  one  of  the 
Pharmacopoeias ; and  I have  also  omitted  the 
description  of  the  several  modes  of  treating 
Cancer,  because  I think  that  persons  afflicted 
with  that  disease  ought  to  be  satisfied,  that 
severe  local  means  are  not  only  unavailing, 
but  most  injurious  in  their  effects;  and  if 
they  need  farther  evidence  on  that  head,  let 


a 


VI 


them  consult  the  following'  pages.  For  those 
who  may  be  desirous  of  seeing  the  different 
plans  now  pursuing,  with  the  view  to  cure 
this  disease,  I have  requested  the  publisher  to 
keep  a few  copies  of  the  first  edition. 

I had  indulged  a hope,  that  I might  have 
found  some  professional  gentlemen  who  would 
have  assisted  me  in  improving  the  treatment 
which  I at  first  proposed ; but  although  it  is 
now  three  years  since  my  first  edition  ap- 
peared, (and  then  I strenuously  solicited  aid 
in  my  endeavours  to  treat  this  disease  with 
uniform  success,  in  the  Occult  stag'e)  I regret 
to  say,  that  not  one  individual  has  ever  given 
me  the  least  hint  or  assistance  ; which  is  the 
more  astonishing,  when  I consider  that  I have 
the  testimony  of  some,  under  their  own  hands, 
who  conducted  the  cases  of  their  patients  on 
the  plan  which  I advised,  with  avowed  ad- 
vantage, and  acknowledged  diminution  of 
disease  ; and  yet  even  these  gentlemen  have 
displayed  the  same  apathy  with  others  who 
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were  not  convinced  of  the  possibility  of 
benefit.  To  what  cause  is  this  attributable  ? 
I confess  I cannot  devise  one.  It  is  true  it  is 
now  introduced  into  one  of  the  Pharmaco- 
poeias, but  coupled  with  an  observation  that 
implies  its  inutility.  Reviewers  find  fault 
with  its  hard  and  long  name : — it  is  the  one 
which  Linnaeus  thought  proper  to  give  to  it. 
Does  the  fault  rest  with  the  proposer  ? If 
they  think  so,  let  them  candidly  and  openly 
avow  it.  I believe  I am  known  personally  to 
most  of  them,  and  shall  not  be  found  to 
shrink  from  the  strictest  scrutiny  they  can 
desire.  I say,  let  them  do  with  me  as  they 
please ; but  before  they  reject  an  useful 
remedy,  and  the  only  one  known  in  so  dire- 
ful a malady,  at  least  allow  themselves  to 
give  it  a trial,  which  would  be  nothing  more 
than  justice  to  the  public  and  to  myself.  A 
hope  was  held  out  to  me,  that  I should  have 
an  opportunity  of  proving  the  efficacy  or 
inutility  of  my  proposed  plan,  in  one  of  the 
public  hospitals.  In  this  I have  hitherto 
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been  disappointed.  It  would  be  fair  that  six 
cases  of  undoubted  Cancer  in  the  Occult 
stage  be  selected ; and  if  I fail,  in  all  these, 
to  remove  the  disease,  then  indeed  I should 
merit  the  severest  censure,  and  my  plan 
might  deservedly  meet  rejection.  I can  only 
say,  I am  willing  to  abide  its  issue. 

i. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  remedy  is  severe, 
and  that  it  injures  the  health.  Cicuta  and 
mercury  are  more  injurious,  and  yet  they  are 
given  to  a greater  extent,  and  in  diseases 
by  no  means  so  desperate  as  Cancer.  I 
have  met  with  no  instance  in  which  perma- 
nent mischief  has  arisen  from  the  internal 
use  of  the  Fucus ; — it  is  true  that  patients 
have  been  occasionally  low  and  faint,  with 
loss  of  flesh  and  appetite ; but  on  the  medi- 
cine being  discontinued,  and  proper  means 
prescribed,  they  have  soon  recovered.  And 
is  not  the  same  thing  continually  occurring 
in  long  mercurial  courses  ? This  medicine, 
then,  I admit,  if  given  in  large  and  frequent 
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doses,  will,  like  many  others,  produce  un- 
pleasant symptoms,  but  if  administered  with 
common  caution,  is  perfectly  safe,  and,  if  my 
testimony  be  true,  is  successful. 

Let  us,  then,  for  a moment  contrast  it  with 
that  usually  prescribed  by  medical  men.  A 
female  goes  to  one,  with  a tumour  in  her 
breast ; she  is  told  to  keep  her  mind  tranquil 
—not  to  think  of  it,  and  no  evil  consequences 
will  ensue.  Very  good  and  very  proper  ad- 
vice, I admit,  where  nothing  can  be  done. 
She  is  perhaps  ordered  to  take  the  12th  or 
the  20th  part  of  an  ounce  of  Epsom  salts 
every  morning,  and  apply  a plaster  of  oxide 
of  zinc  to  the  tumour ; or  to  take  half  a 
drachm  of  carbonate  of  soda  twice  a-day,  and 
to  apply  a soap  plaster  to  the  diseased  part ; 
or  to  take  three  grains  of  the  Hydrargyrum 
cum  Creta  every  night,  and  apply  a poultice. 
What  is  the  effect  of  all  this  on  schirrous 
tumours  ? I will  not  say  an  increase,  but 
certainly  no  diminution  of  tumour.  At 
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length  the  knife  is  resorted  to: — and  again,  I 
would  ask,  what  follows  the  use  of  the  knife  ? 
— A return  of  disease,  in  at  least  two  cases 
out  of  five ; and  probably  I should  be  nearer 
the  truth,  if  I said  three  or  four  out  of  the 
same  number. 

If  these  remarks  are  at  all  near  the  truth,  I 
am  not  to  be  deterred  from  advocating  a new 
mode  of  treating  this  disease,  nor  do  I feel 
that  I am  doing  wrong  in  giving  to  the  world 
the  improvements  which  I consider  I have 
made  in  the  practice,  since  my  first  publica- 
tion, because  I have  not  been  assisted  by  any 
of  the  profession.  At  most,  they  are  but 
opinions ; and  whether  they  are  adopted  or 
not  by  others,  is  to  me  of  no  importance,  as 
far  as  I am  individually  concerned. 

Before  I conclude  these  prefatory  remarks, 
I deem  it  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  direc- 
tions which  I have  subjoined  to  this  edition, 
for  the  treatment  of  Cancer  in  the  ulcerative 
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stage,  have  no  claim  to  originality; 
am  as  frequently  consulted  on  cases 
as  of  Occult  Cancer,  I thought  that  ; 
summary  of  my  practice  might 
deemed  unacceptable. 


29,  Upper  Montagu-Street,  Montagu-Square,  London, 
January  1,  1825. 
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ESSAY  ON  CANCER. 


It  is  well  known  and  acknowledged  by  the 
profession,  that  much  time  and  labour  have 
been  expended  by  men  distinguished  for 
their  depth  of  research  and  extent  of  know- 
ledge, in  investigating  the  nature  and  origin 
of  that  disease  which  forms  the  subject  of 
my  present  treatise ; and  being  well  aware 
that  I can  add  little  to  the  theoretic  views 
already  before  the  world,  I shall  abstain  from 
entering  very  minutely  into  such  investiga- 
tions, because  they  have  all  failed  in  pro- 
ducing any  clear  or  practicable  System, 
either  for  the  alleviation  or  cure  of  this 
disease. 

If  we  consult  either  the  ancient  or  the  mo- 
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deni  authors  who  have  written  on  this  sub- 
ject, we  shall  find  their  opinions  on  the  na- 
ture of  Cancer  equally  involved  in  doubt  and 
perplexity.  Some  have  adduced  theories 
which  have  no  foundation  but  in  their  own 
imaginations ; and  others  have  founded  sys- 
tems upon  sufficiently  plausible  arguments, 
which  are  not  borne  out  by  the  result. 
Whether,  however,  Cancer  is  to  be  consi- 
dered as  having  an  independent  vital  exist- 
ence, or  as  a local  or  a constitutional  disease, 
as  some  have  imagined  ; or  whether  the  view 
which  I shall  here  take  of  it  accords  better 
with  facts  and  observation,  must  be  left  to 
the  candour  and  judgment  of  those  who  may 
examine  the  evidence  I shall  adduce. 

It  has  been  often  admitted,  that  women 
who  have  ceased  to  bear  children,  those  who 
are  barren,  and  such  as  continue  long  single, 
are  more  liable  to  schirrous  affections  than 
other  females ; which  is  acknowledged  to 
arise  from  a diminished  vitality  of  those  parts 
which  are  the  common  seats  of  this  disease, 
whereby  the  action  of  the  lymphatics  is  either 
totally  suspended,  or  considerably  weakened. 
It  is  manifest,  under  such  circumstances,  that 
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congestion  must  ensue,  and  in  this  way  \ 
conceive  schirrous  tumours  originate. 

Now,  mechanical  violence  supervening  on 
parts  thus  predisposed  to  disease,  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  principal  direct  ex- 
citing causes.  But  that  the  disease  may  be 
called  into  action  by  other  causes,  acting 
through  the  medium  of  the  constitution,  is 
also  evident ; for  although  females,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  just  enumerated,  are 
those  in  whom  schirrous  affections  most  fre- 
quently occur,  yet  occasionally,  under  other 
circumstances,  and  earlier  in  life,  causes  may 
arise  producing  debility  in  those  parts,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  disease  in  question 
may  be  equally  induced. 

If  we  examine  the  breasts  of  women,  in 
which  there  is  little  vital  power,  either  from 
their  never  having  been  called  upon  to  per- 
form their  natural  functions,  or  from  their 
having  ceased  to  do  so,  we  shall  not  unfre- 
quently  find  them  full  of  indurations,  which 
are  no  doubt  produced  by  a congestion  of 
fluid  in  the  lymphatic  vessels.  I had,  in 
1822,  a lady  under  my  care,  who  had  both 
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breasts  full  of  these  indurated  masses ; and 
during  the  preceding  winter,  she  received  a 
blow  on  the  right  one,  in  consequence  of 
which,  all  the  symptoms  denoting  the  exist- 
ence of  a Cancerous  Tumour  supervened,  and 
1 have  no  doubt,  if  mechanical  violence  had 
been  applied  to  the  other  breast,  the  effect 
would  have  been  the  same. 

Here  then  we  have  a congestive  state  of 
the  lymphatics  of  the  breast,  forming  the 
basis  of  Cancer,  and  from  the  constant  acces- 
sion of  lymph  in  those  vessels,  eventually 
accumulating  to  such  an  extent  as  to  rupture 
their  already  distended  and  debilitated  coats, 
producing  an  effusion  of  that  lymph,  which, 
acting  as  an  extraneous  body,  exhibits  all  the 
symptoms  of  incipient  schirrous. 

Before  I proceed  farther,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  compare  the  phenomena  here  enu- 
merated, with  those  occurring  in  simple  in- 
flammation. Numerous  and  various  as  have 
been  the  experiments  to  determine  the  state 
of  vessels  in  an  inflamed  part,  and  how  much 
soever  the  conclusions  as  to  this  point  may  yet 
differ,  I believe  the  generally  received  opi- 
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moil,  and  that  countenanced  by  the  majority 
of  pathologists  of  the  present  day,  is,  that  a 
dilatation  takes  place  in  the  vessels  of  the  part 
affected,  with  an  increased  action  in  those 
adjacent.  Thus,  then,  the  affected  branches 
of  vessels  become  capable  of  containing  more 
blood  than  they  would  do  in  a state  of  health  ; 
and  it  follows,  that  by  abstracting  a portion 
of  such  blood,  we  not  only  remove  the  ex- 
citing cause,  but  also  enable  the  vessels  to 
regain  their  pristine  vigour. 

That  such  is  the  best  treatment,  and  such 
the  effect,  will  be  allowed  by  all ; and  it  is 
precisely  the  same  line  of  reasoning  which  I 
would  apply  to  the  disease  in  question. 
Hence,  it  may  immediately  be  said,  that 
repeated  blood-lettings  would  effect  the  cure 
of  schirrous  tumours.  To  such  I would 
reply,  that  by  the  constant  abstraction  of 
blood  in  its  usual  composition,  the  remedy 
would  at  length  be  found  to  augment  the  dis- 
ease, by  inducing  an  increase  of  debility  in 
parts  already  much  weakened,  and  the  fact  of 
local  bleeding  affording  temporary  relief,  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  portion  of  coagulable 
lymph  thus  taken  from  the  system. 
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Now,  if  this  most  desirable  evacuation 
could  be  procured  without  depriving  the  sys- 
tem of  the  other  component  parts  of  the  blood, 
so  essential  to  preserve  the  stamina  of  the 
constitution,  it  undoubtedly  must  be  the  most 
effectual  method  of  treating  the  disease.  That 
the  remedy  I propose  will  do  this,  by  in- 
ducing its  secretion  from  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  intestinal  canal,  the  succeeding 
facts  and  observations  will,  I trust,  amply 
prove;  in  corroboration  of  which,  I shall  here 
observe,  that  I have  in  no  one  instance 
effected  the  reduction  or  dispersion  of  any 
schirrous  tumour,  unless  I succeeded  in  pro- 
ducing those  peculiar  appearances  in  the 
fcecal  matter,  which  I judge  to  be  coagulable 
lymph ; and  as  we  know  that  the  same  effects 
may  be  produced  by  stimulating  other  parts, 
who  will  say  that  this  membrane  alone  shall 
be  exempt  from  those  laws  by  which  other 
secreting  surfaces  are  governed  ? The  appli- 
cation of  a blister,  for  instance,  is  often  suc- 
ceeded by  an  effusion  of  coagulable  lymph. 

We  have  likewise  the  authority  of  many 
writers,  and  particularly  those  who  have  paid 
great  attention  to  this  disease,  tending  to 


prove  the  existence  of  coagulable  lymph  in 
cancerous  affections.  Gendron  informs  us, 
that  during  eight  years  dissection  of  can- 
cerous cases,  he  always  found  in  those  of  the 
breasts,  womb,  nose,  eyes,  ears,  and  skin,  a 
substance  of  a uniform  nature,  resembling 
tender  horn  ; and  Carmichael  says  carcinoma 
is  composed  of  a substance  apparently  gela- 
tinous. He  compares  its  general  appearance 
to  softened  intervertebral  substance,  adding, 
that  cancerous  ulcers  have  two  kinds  of  dis- 
charge, the  one  thin,  acrid,  and  foetid,  the 
other  white,  tenacious,  and  slimy,  which  ad- 
heres to  the  cancerous  substance,  and  seems 
to  be  that  substance  itself  in  a state  of  slough. 
And  a third  writer  observes,  that  a thin  lym- 
phatic fluid  is  often  discharged  from  ulcers  of 
this  description. 

That  the  effect  of  the  Fucus  Helminthocor- 
ton  in  the  dispersion  of  schirrous  tumours, 
from  its  vermifuge  properties,  will  have  a 
tendency  to  fortify  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Car- 
michael, that  Cancer  possesses  an  independ- 
ent vital  existence,  I can  readily  believe. 
That  animals,  as  well  of  the  parasitic  as  of 
other  species,  are  capable  of  being  produced 
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without  progenitors,  by  what  has  been  called 
equivocal  generation,  has  indeed  been  fre- 
quently attempted  to  be  proved.  In  the  ve- 
getable kingdom,  perhaps,  this  power  of  self- 
creation,  if  I may  be  allowed  such  an  expres- 
sion, is  more  apparent ; for  if  quick  lime  be 
scattered  upon  barren  ground, — clover,  as  I 
have  witnessed,  may  sometimes  be  produced  ; 
and  every  farmer  knows,  that  upon  ploughing 
up  old  grass  lands,  they  soon  become  covered 
with  annuals.  But  notwithstanding  all  the 
analogical  reasoning  that  has  been  adduced 
in  support  of  the  independent  vitality  of 
Cancer,  we  find  all  our  attempts  to  compre- 
hend such  a theory,  produce  a confusion  of 
ideas,  which  baffles  our  powers  of  discrimina- 
tion to  harmonize  or  arrange. 

I shall  conclude  these  observations  by  ad- 
ducing an  instance,  which,  if  schirrus  really 
be  vitally  independent,  militates  against  its 
powers  of  propagation. 

Mr.  Carmichael  says,  “ That  Cancer  pro- 
pagates, may  I say,  its  species,  by  small  pea- 
like substances,  connected  by  fibrillse,  each  of 
them  an  incipient  Cancer,  capable  of  emu- 
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lating  the  parent  in  bulk  and  malignity.” 
As  an  objection  to  which  opinion  I shall  state, 
that  full  six  months  after  I had  succeeded  in 
dispersing  a large  tumour  in  the  breast,  seve- 
ral of  these  pea-like  tumours  made  their  ap- 
pearance. How,  therefore,  could  they  ori- 
ginate from  the  parent  tumour,  when  that 
had  so  long  disappeared  ? 

True  Schirrus  in  the  female  breast  com- 
mences in  the  form  of  a small  hard  tumour 
feeling  somewhat  like  a marble  buried  in  the 
gland.  It  is  generally  discovered  by  acci- 
dent, and  most  frequently  originates  either 
from  a blow,  or  from  the  pressure  of  the 
dress  on  the  part.  The  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease is  slow.  It  advances  by  occasional  in- 
flammation, which  comes  on  at  intervals,  and 
only  gives  pain  occasionally. 

This  pain,  however,  is  of  a peculiar  kind. 
In  the  first  instance,  it  is  like  that  caused  by 
the  introduction  of  a lancet,  and  afterwards 
resembles  the  sensation  which  a hot  coal 
would  produce  if  applied  to  the  part.  These 
pains  generally  increase  in  violence,  previous 
to  the  period  of  menstruation,  and  are  usually 
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relieved  by  that  discharge.  Blows  received 
at  that  period  are  more  likely  to  be  attended 
with  serious  consequences  than  at  any  other 
time,  the  breasts  of  women  being  then  more 
tender. 

The  tumour  at  first  is  moveable,  but  after 
some  time  becomes  attached  to  the  skin  and 
then  appears  like  the  cicatrix  of  an  old  wound. 
It  will  be  frequently  found  adhering  to  the 
pectoral  muscle,  and  extending  itself  to  the 
axillary  glands,  the  clavicle,  and  even  into 
the  cavity  of  the  chest. 

The  colour  of  the  skin  covering  the  tumour 
remains  natural  for  some  time,  but  afterwards 
becomes  livid,  and  the  vessels  of  the  part  are 
distended  with  blood.  The  ulcerative  pro- 
cess then  commences ; a bloody  ichor  is  dis- 
charged ; the  sore  is  not  tender  to  the  touch  ; 
it  granulates  irregularly,  and  there  is  no  dis- 
position to  cicatrization  on  the  edges,  which 
are  turned  outwards. 

The  time  of  life  at  which  this  disease  gene- 
rally occurs,  is  from  the  age  of  thirty-five  to 
fifty.  It  is,  however,  sometimes  seen  as  early 
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as  twenty- eight ; but  when  tumours  ol‘  this 
kind  appear  at  early  periods  of  life,  although 
they  have  the  true  character  of  Schirrous  tu- 
mours, they  are  not  usually  so  denominated 
by  the  profession, 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  this  disease  is 
more  frequently  found  in  the  left  than  in 
the  right  breast ; the  proportion  being  nearly 
three  to  one. 

i 

There  is  another  species  of  Cancer  to  which 
the  female  breast  is  liable,  which  from  its 
softness  has  obtained  the  appellation  of  pulpy 
Cancer.  If  the  removal  of  this  kind  is  at- 
tempted, it  will  surely  be  reproduced,  and  I 
believe  no  instance  can  be  given  of  this  form 
of  the  disease  having  been  treated  success- 
fully  either  by  medicine  or  excision.  It  is 
usually  accompanied  with  disease  of  the 
lungs. 

Kj 

The  cause  of  Schirrous  tumours  being  more 
frequent  in  the  female  than  the  male  breast, 
is  strikingly  obvious,  when  we  consider  an 
undue  exposure  to  cold  as  a p re-disposing 
cause;  for  every  person  knows,  that  those 
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parts  of  the  body  which  are  constantly  ex- 
posed, are  more  frequently  attacked  with 
Cancer  than  those  which  are  continually 
covered. 

This  disease  is  infinitely  more  prevalent 
amongst  females  than  is  generally  imagined. 
I am  well  aware  that  many  ladies  at  the  pre- 
sent day  have  had  tumours  of  this  descrip- 
tion in  their  breasts  for  many  years,  which 
they  endeavour  to  conceal,  even  from  their 
most  intimate  friends,  and  frequently  suc- 
ceed, (by  keeping  the  part  warmly  covered, 
the  bowels  open,  and  avoiding  cold)  in  retain- 
ing the  disease  in  a state  of  inactivity,  some- 
times for  a period  of  several  years. 

The  breast  of  males  is,  however,  occasion- 
ally subject  to  Schirrous  affections.  I had 
a gentleman  under  my  care,  upwards  of 
seventy  years  of  age,  who  had  this  species  of 
tumour  in  his  left  breast. 

The  female  breast  is  liable  to  other  swell- 
ings and  enlargements,  which  are  sometimes 
mistaken  for  Cancer.  Young  females  have 
occasionally  inflammatory  tumours,  forming 
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there,  which  will  never  become  Schirrous. 
These  tumours  commence  by  simple  inflam- 
mation, whicli  gradually  loses  itself  in  the 
surrounding  parts,  and  are  very  sensible  to 
the  touch.  rfhe  inflammation  very  rarely 
extends  to  the  axilla,  and  will  in  most  cases 
be  speedilv  relieved  by  the  application  of 
leeches  and  the  Emplastrum  Saponis,  with 
brisk  purgatives. 

Steatomatous  tumours  will  also  be  found 
forming  in  the  breast,  and  frequently  attain 
an  enormous  size ; but  these  can  never  be 
mistaken  for  Schirrus.  Hydatids  will  some- 
times be  found  there,  but  they  are  not  at 
all  sore  or  painful : they  will  inflame,  ulcer- 
ate, and  form  sinuses,  but  are  by  no  means  of 
a cancerous  nature. 

To  obviate  errors  as  much  as  possible,  in 
the  treatment  of  Occult  Cancel*,  according  to 
my  proposed  plan,  I shall  lay  down  as  clearly 
and  distinctly  as  I can,  all  the  particulars  of 
the  nature  and  properties  of  the  F.  Helmin- 
thocorton,  and  shall  endeavour  so  to  particu- 
larize my  details  of  its  exhibition,  that  not 
only  practitioners,  but  the  world  at  large, 
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may  be  enabled  to  obtain  from  it  that  benefit 
which  experience  lias  proved  to  me  to  be  the 
result  of  its  use  in  this  disease. 

The  following  I consider  to  be  an  ample 
botanical  description : — 

f‘  Fucus  Helminthocorton,  Cryptogamia 
Algce,  Linn.  Alga,  Jussieu. — Caulibus  bre- 
vibus,  tenuibus,  ramosis,  confertissimis ; ramis 
teretibus,  setaceis,  semidiaphanis,  in  extremis 
tenuioribus ; colore  purpuro-flavescenti,  sed 
vario,  simili  fucis  alteris  in  hac  division e 
specierum ; odore  algarum  marinarum  (Gal- 

lice  marecageuse ) quibusdam  nauseoso  ; sapore 

% 

muriatis  sodae  cum  pellice  mixto ; constitute 
muriate  sodae,  sulphate  sodae,  carbonate 
sodae,  calce  cum  fibrina  vegetabili  et  resina 
tingens  aquam  in  qua  infusa  rubedine,  et  cito 
postea  putrescens.  Habitat  in  Corsicaa  in- 
sula, ubi  pro  usu  colligitur,  conchis  et  lapidi- 
bus  mar  in  is  sub  aqua  adhaereus.  Dosis  in 
pulvere  substantiae,  drachma  una ; in  aqua 
decocta  vel  infusa,  ut  postea  derigitur.’ 

The  following  description  is  from  a French 
medical  work  recently  published  : — 
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c‘  Mousse  de  Corse,  et  par  abus  Coralline 
de  Corse.  F.  H.  Linn,  famille  des  Algues. 
Juss.  Plante  marine  formant  une  petite 
touffe  d’une  roux  fauve  d’un  pouce  ou  deux 
de  haut,  et  composee  de  tiges  ou  fibres  entre- 
melees,  tenaces,  ay  ant  pour  base  une  petite 
callosite  dure.  Ces  ramuscules  sont  fines,  cy- 
lindriques,  et  se  divisent  en  trois  ou  quatre 
rameaux  alternes,  redresses,  simples,  termines 
en  pointe,  quelque  fois  di vises  seulement  en 
dichotomies  irregulieres.  Les  articulations  et 
les  tubercules  generateurs  sont  encore  con- 
testes  dans  cette  plante. 

“ Dans  le  commerce  ou  ia  trouve  en  petit es 
masses  de  fibres  capillaires,  ayant  une  espece 
de  noyau  plus  consistant,  et  toutes  reunies 
par  entrelacemans  que  Ton  ne  peut  faire 
cesser  qu’en  les  decliirant.  La  couleur  en  est 
inegalement  brune  et  fauve ; elle  contient 
beaucoup  de  matieres  calcaires  de  debris  de 
coquillage,  et  un  examen  plus  approfondi  a 
demon tre  a M.  de  Candolle  que  ces  masses 
ne  contenaient  pas  d’ailleurs  plus  du  tiers  de 
leur  poids  de  veritable  mousse  de  Corse  et 
que  le  reste  etait  forme  da  litres  fuel  et  de 
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plantes  marines  dont  les  proprietes  ne  sont 
pas  determinees. 

“ Quoiqu’il  en  soit,  telle  qu’elle  est  dans  le 
commerce,  elle  a nne  odeur  marecageuse, 
assez  desagreable  quoique  pen  forte,  et  line 
saveur  salee  sans  amertume. 

“ Preparations , Doses . — Ces  qualites  etant 
nn  obstacle  a l administration  de  la  mousse  de 
Corse,  parce  que  c’est  presque  toujour  aux 
enfans  qu’on  la  prescrit,  ou  a du  chercher  a 
les  masquer  par  des  preparations  convenables  ; 
il  en  est  resulte  qu’on  en  a varie  infiniment 
les  formes.  La  plus  simple  est  la  poudre  dont 
on  borne  la  dose  a dixhuit  ou  vingt  grains  pour 
les  enfans  qui  n’ont  pas  atteint  l’age  de  six  a 
sept  ans,  et  que  Ton  pent  porter,  apres  cet  age, 
jusqu’  a un  demi-gros  et  meme  un  gros.  On 
la  suspend  dans  de  l’eau  sucree, de  lemulsion, 
du  bouillon,  du  lait,  un  sirop,  du  vin,  &c. 
On  en  saupoudre  du  pain  que  1’on  recouvre 
de  beurre,  de  miel,  de  confiture ; on  l’incor- 
pore  dans  ces  substances,  dans  un  electuaire, 
une  conserve,  & c. ; on  en  prepare  des  dragees, 
des  gateaux,  du  biscuit,  du  pain  d’epice ; on 
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en  fait  un  sirop  que  Ton  donne  par  cuillerees ; 
il  en  est  de  meme  de  la  gelee  dont  le  nouveau 
codex  a conserve  la  formule ; enfin  on  en 
prepare  des  infusions  et  des  decoctions.  Ces 
dernieres  sont  preferable  aux  infusions  parce 
que  F ebullition  en  extrait  une  substance  gela- 
tineuse  abondante:  on  en  fait  bouillir  trois 
ou  quatre  gros  dans  six  onces  cl’eau  pendant 
cinq  minutes  : on  la  laisse  reposer,  ensuite  on 
la  passe  dans  un  linge  et  Ton  fait  boire  chaque 
matin  avec  du  sucre,  un  sirop,  du  lait,”  &c. 
He  adds,  “ N’etant  point  purgative,  elle  ne 
derange  en  rien  les  digestions ; comme  elle 
nest  pas  susceptibles  de  produire  d’irrita- 
tion,  au  contraire  elle  possede  la  legere  action 
tonique.” — Gautier,  Manuel  des  Plantes  Me - 
dicinales,  8vo.  Paris,  1822. 

For  the  sake  of  the  English  reader,  the 
Corsican  Sea-moss  may  be  described  as  a small 
sea-weed  of  a purplish  yellow  colour,  whose 
stems  are  closely  crowded  together.  The 
smell  is  nearly  the  same  with  that  of  other 
sea-weeds.  The  taste  is  saltish,  and  some 
ivriters  add,  that  it  does  not  crackle  between 
the  teeth,  but  dissolves  in  the  mouth. 
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[t  is  chielly  composed  of  different  salts, 
resin,  and  vegetable  fibre.  It  is  collected  on 
the  shores  of  Corsica,  where  it  is  found  grow- 
ing on  shells,  and  stones  exposed  to  sea-water. 

To  this  description  it  may  he  proper  to  add, 
that  it  is  usually  procured  in  a very  impure 
state,  being  mixed  with  various  other  marine 
productions,  such  as  conferva  fasciculata , conf. 
albida , and  conf.  intertexta ; Corallina  offici- 
nalis ; fucus  purpureas  and  f.  plumosus  ; and 
ulva  clavata ; from  which,  the  preceding 
description  will  enable  any  person  to  distin- 
guish the  genuine  plant. 

This  mixture  of  other  plants,  of  course 
renders  its  effects  less  certain,  unless  it  is  all 
picked,  as  is  usual  with  the  French,  before  it 
is  used  for  medicinal  purposes.  When  thus 
freed  from  mixture  with  other  plants,  they 
call  it  mousse  de  Corse  bien  mondee , which  ren- 
ders it  much  dearer  than  in  the  state  in  which 
it  is  first  collected.  Notwithstanding  these 
precautions,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  ob- 
tain it  unmixed  ; for  out  of  a variety  of  par- 
cels which  I have  received  from  the  Conti- 
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nent,  I have  only  met  with  one  that  did  not 
require  the  process  of  picking.  I have  occa- 
sionally procured  some  from  medicinal  herb 
shops,  but  found  that  none  so  obtained  an- 
swered the  intended  purpose.  This,  no  doubt, 
partially  arose  from  the  mixture  of  other  use- 
less and  injurious  vegetable  substances  with 
the  F.  H. ; and  I am  inclined  to  think  its 
virtue  had  been  much  diminished  by  a conti- 
nued exposure  to  the  atmosphere. 

Previous,  however,  to  my  using  this  medi- 
cine for  the  purpose  for  which  I intended  it, 
and  the  better  to  satisfy  myself  of  its  medi- 
cinal qualities,  as  well  as  its  action  on  the 
system,  I entered  into  a correspondence 
with  some  physicians  abroad,  who,  I knew, 
were  in  the  daily  habit  of  exhibiting  it, 
and  witnessing  its  various  effects  on  the 
human  body. 

From  one  eminent  Italian  physician  l 
received  the  following  answer  to  my  en- 
quiries : — 

“ The  largest  dose  which  can  be  given  of 
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the  F.  H.  is  a quarter  of  an  ounce,  which, 
however,  should  be  diminished  according 
to  the  habit  or  age  of  the  patient ; a sixth  or 
a seventh  of  an  ounce  may  be  given  to  in- 
fants. The  quantity  to  be  given  for  a dose 
is  to  be  put  into  a covered  vessel,  and  about 
half  a pint  of  boiling  water  poured  over  it 
and  left  to  infuse  for  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
then  strained  clear  off,  and  taken  fasting ; no 
food  to  be  permitted  to  be  taken  for  an  hour 
or  an  hour  and  a half  afterwards : it  can  be 
given  at  most  only  four  or  five  times/’ 

As  a commentary  upon  these  directions,  I 
shall  observe,  that  in  this  instance  it  was  only 
designed  to  be  used  as  a vermifuge;  and  whe- 
ther the  strict  injunction  which  he  thought 
proper  to  add  to  the  direction,  regarded  only 
its  effects  and  efficacy  when  taken  for  that 
purpose,  or  some  injurious  tendency  which 
he  supposed  a long  continuance  of  its  use 
might  occasion,  I am  wholly  ignorant. 

The  precaution,  however,  had  not  the  effect 
of  deterring  me  from  making  a trial  of  it; 
and  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  en- 
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abled  to  state,  that  it  lias  more  than  answered 
the  expectations  I had  at  first  formed. 

In  giving,  however,  to  the  world  the  resnlt 
of  my  experience  and  practice,  I wish  to  be 
understood  as  excluding  from  its  successful 
agency  the  ulcerative  stage  of  Cancer ; nor 
do  I presume  to  assert  there  are  not  cases  to 
be  met  with,  even  of  occult  Cancer,  which 
will  fail  to  experience  any  beneficial  effects 
from  its  use  ; these  I shall  endeavour  to  point 
out  in  a more  appropriate  part  of  this 
Treatise. 

Although  the  plan  of  treatment  which  I 
now  propose  may  not  be  effectual  in  all 
cases  of  Cancer,  I have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  it  will  be  found  to  possess  greater 
influence  in  the  occult  stage,  than  any  other 
which  has  yet  been  held  up  to  public  view  as 
useful  in  that  disease. 

It  has  the  effect  of  promoting  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  coagulable  lymph  thrown  out  by 
repeated  inflammation,  which  forms  the  pri- 
mary connecting  medium  between  the  tumour 
and  the  healthy  parts,  such  as  the  pectoral 
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muscle,  the  ribs,  & c.  The  absorption  of  this 
being  effected,  the  tumour  becomes  moveable, 
and  the  surgeon,  from  its  detached  state,  is 
the  better  enabled  to  complete  its  extraction, 
the  operation  being  rendered  less  tedious,  and 
the  prospect  of  its  success  being  considerably 
encreased ; so  that,  in  fact,  an  operation 
which,  from  the  strong  adhesions,  would  have 
probably  been  deemed  impracticable,  can 
now  be  safely  performed. 

The  way  in  which  I first  exhibited  the 
Fucus  Helminthocorton,  was  either  in  the 
form  of  infusion  or  decoction,  which  I usually 
commenced  in  the  proportion  of  half  an 
ounce  to  a pint  of  boiling  water.  It  should 
stand  at  least  ten  or  twelve  hours,  and  then 
be  strained  off  clear,  of  which  a wine  glass-full 
may  be  taken  three  times  a-day — at  least  an 
hour  and  a half  before  each  meal,  that  is  to 
say,  on  an  empty  stomach.  More  than  this 
quantity  should  not  be  made  at  any  one  time, 
as  it  soon  becomes  unfit  for  use. 

It  may  be  given  in  this  strength,  at  the 
commencement,  even  to  persons  of  the  most 
delicate  constitution,  without  producing  any 
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peculiar  symptoms ; but  about  the  sixth  or 
seventh  day,  an  increase  of  urine  may  be 
looked  for  ; a slight  perspiration  also  will  be 
perceived,  and  if  no  other  effects  are  produced 
hy  the  eighth  day,  the  quantity  may  be  aug- 
mented to  three-fourths  of  an  ounce  to  a pint 
of  water,  and,  in  tolerably  strong  constitu- 
tions, four  wine  glasses  may  be  taken  in  the 
course  of  the  day. 

Should  this  fail  to  produce  an  increased 
evacuation  by  the  bowels,  one  scruple  of  rhu- 
barb, in  coarse  powder,  may  be  added  to 
each  pint  of  the  infusion,  it  being  necessary 
that  the  bowels  should  be  acted  upon  in  pro- 
portion to  the  strength  and  age  of  the  patient ; 
but  it  is  better  that  the  constitution  be  under 
the  influence  of  the  medicine,  before  the 
bowels  are  moved  by  the  addition  of  aperi- 
ents. Generally  speaking,  from  three  to  four 
motions  in  twenty -four  hours,  have  not  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  strength  of  the  pa- 
tient. After  persisting  in  its  use  for  ten  or 
twelve  days,  and  in  some  instances  even 
earlier,  a degree  of  nausea  may  be  expe- 
rienced, accompanied  by  slight  vertigo. 
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These  symptoms  are  not  to  be  regarded  more 
than  as  usual,  and  what  may  be  expected, 
unless  they  become  distressing  to  the  patient, 
which  rarely  happens  when  the  bowels  are 
sufficiently  acted  upon. 

From  the  twelfth  to  the  twentieth  dav,  the 
motions  usually  exhibit  the  following  appear- 
ances : — In  colour  they  will  be  found  much 
darker  than  usual,  with  small  green  specks. 
These  gradually  increase  in  size,  and  not  un- 
frequently  several  motions  will  be  found  to 
consist  for  the  most  part  of  this  tenacious, 
glass-like  substance.  Previous,  however,  to 
the  appearances  I have  just  described  in  the 
foecal  matter,  a quantity  of  slime  will  be  oc- 
casionally voided,  which,  if  permitted  to  any 
extent,  generally  reduces  the  strength  of  the 
patient.  This  may  be  obviated  by  adding  to 
the  infusion  a small  portion  of  the  semina 
Cydonise  mail,  which,  yielding  a quantity  of 
mucilage,  serves  to  sheathe  the  alimentary 
canal ; but  if  the  patient  be  of  a full  and 
gross  habit,  with  a tolerably  strong  constitu- 
tion, there  will  be  no  necessity  for  this  pre- 
caution. 
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Prior  to  these  changes  in  the  excrementi- 
tious  matter,  the  tumour  or  tumours  will,  on 
attentive  examination,  be  found  to  have  un- 
dergone some  considerable  alteration  in  struc- 
ture and  size,  and  will  have  become  softer, 
and  the  projecting  points  will  be  found  more 
obtuse.  The  better  to  ascertain  anv  increase 
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or  diminution  in  the  tumour,  use  two  pieces 
of  tape,  which  pass  over  the  surface  in  trans- 
verse directions,  previous  to  the  patient’s 
commencing  the  medicine,  and  by  so  apply- 
ing it  at  any  future  time,  you  will  be  enabled 
to  judge,  with  sufficient  accuracy,  if  any 
diminution  has  taken  place. 

During  the  exhibition  of  this  medicine, 
patients  have  sometimes  complained  of  grip- 
ing pains ; in  which  case  I have  joined  with 
it  the  tinctura  cardamomi  composita,  with  the 
syrupus  papaveris  somniferi,  and,  in  some 
few  instances,  tinctura  opii.  Should  there  be 
at  any  time  symptoms  which  demand  relief, 
they  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion of  the  medical  attendant,  to  combine 
with  the  medicine  that  which  he  thinks  most 
likely  to  answer  the  desired  effect. 


t have  occasionally  seen  eruptions  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body,  during  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  F.  Helminthocorton.  These  are 
not  to  be  regarded,  should  they  appear,  as 
they  will  go  off  in  a few  days.  In  some  eases 
several  nerve-like  filaments  will  be  observed 
in  the  motions,  and  sometimes  the  patient 
complains  of  a bearing  down  of  the  rectum, 
accompanied  with  tenesmus. 

I have  enumerated  and  described  these 
various  symptoms,  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  any  thing  like  alarm  being  excited  in  the 
mind  of  the  patient ; yet  it  must  be  obvious 
to  the  merest  tyro  in  physic,  that  such  a 
disease  as  Cancer  cannot  be  removed  consti- 
tutionally, but  by  the  use  of  medicines  which 
exert  a powerful  influence  over  the  whole 
system.  At  the  same  time,  I beg  to  state, 
that  in  no  one  case  I have  ever  attended, 
have  I met  with  any  unpleasant  consequences 
from  the  exhibition  of  this  medicine,  and  in 
most  instances,  my  patients  have  followed 
their  usual  avocations  during  the  process  of 
cure. 

The  dose  should  be  gradually  increased  in 
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proportion  to  the  effect  produced,  beginning, 
as  I before  stated,  with  half  an  ounce  to  a 
pint  of  water,  and  if  the  use  of  it  be  conti- 
nued for  two  or  three  months,  an  ounce  and 
a half,  or  even  two  ounces,  may  be  used  to 
the  same  quantity  of  water.  After  having 
persisted  in  it  for  about  a fortnight,  at  the 
greatest  strength,  should  it  cease  to  affect  the 
constitution,  or  in  any  way  influence  the  dis- 
ease, it  must  be  left  off  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  re-commenced  in  the  proportion  of  one 
ounce  to  a pint  of  water,  and  then  progres- 
sively increased  as  before,  taking  four,  or 
even  five  wine  glasses  daily. 

One  of  the  greatest  advantages  attendant 
on  the  exhibition  of  this  medicine  is,  that  its 
action  on  the  diseased  part  is  so  speedy,  that 
no  time  is  lost  during  its  trial ; for  within  a 
few  days  after  it  has  been  given,  an  alteration 
will  be  observed  in  the  tumour,  so  that  at 
most,  if  properly  used,  ten  days  or  a fortnight 
will  be  sufficiently  long  for  its  continuance, 
to  enable  the  practitioner  to  determine  whe- 
ther it  would  be  advisable  to  persist  longer  in 
its  use. 
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This,  however,  1 beg  to  be  understood  as 
applying  more  particularly  to  those  cases 
where  an  operation  has  been  proposed,  and 
in  which  a longer  delay  might  not  only  ren- 
der the  success  of  the  operation  doubtful,  but 
the  death  of  the  patient  be  hastened  thereby. 
For  I am  wrell  persuaded,  that  many  persons 
afflicted  with  this  disease  have  lost  all  chance 
of  an  operation  being  performed  with  any 
prospect  of  advantage,  by  delaying  it  too 
long,  from  a natural  aversion  and  dread,  but 
more  frequently  by  the  hope  held  out  to  them 
by  practitioners,  who  profess  to  cure  Cancer, 
and  who,  when  they  have  them  once  under 
their  care,  lead  them  on  to  a fatal  security 
by  promises  and  persuasions,  and  by  depict- 
ing to  them  hopes  which  they  wrell  know  can 
never  be  realized. 

But  that  there  are  cases  in  which  a few 
weeks,  or  even  a few  months  delay  is  of  no 
material  import,  will  be  readily  admitted  ; 
and  in  these  I would  advise  a longer  continu- 
ance in  the  use  of  this  medicine,  local  treat- 
ment being  conjoined  with  constitutional ; 
for  I have  frequently  seen  cases  which  at  first 
appeared  to  have  benefited  very  little,  and 
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after  some  time  have  shewn  evident  marks  of 
amendment. 

These  directions  I gave  for  the  exhibition 
of  Fucus,  in  my  former  edition,  ordering-  it  to 
he  taken  in  infusion,  and  when  the  bowels 
were  inactive,  joining  rhubarb  with  it,  which 
was  the  only  form  and  combination  I then 
used ; but  as  it  was  in  some  instances  inade- 
quate to  the  task  of  making  any  impression 
on  the  tumours,  I made  trial  of  it  in  other 
forms,  and  with  different  combinations,  which 
I shall  now  recount. 

When  the  infusion,  given  alone  or  con- 
joined with  rhubarb,  ceases  to  produce  a 
diminution  of  tumour,  I have  found,  that  on 
joining  scammony  with  the  infusion,  in  the 
place  of  rhubarb,  a farther  diminution  of  dis- 
ease may  be  effected.  I usually  begin  with 
half  a scruple  to  the  pint  of  infusion,  and 
rarely  exceed  double  that  quantity  to  the 
same  quantity  of  infusion.  The  scammony 
may  easily  be  suspended  in  a small  quantity 
of  mucilage,  and  the  medicine  may  be  ren- 
dered more  palatable,  by  adding  a little  syrup. 
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When  the  infusion  united  with  the  scam- 
mony,  in  the  way  I have  just  described,  fails 
in  producing  a further  reduction  of  tumour, 
I have  given  the  following  powder,  with  ma- 
nifest advantage : — 


R Pulv  : Fuci  Helminth. 

Rad  : Filicis-fseminse  ramosae 
Rad : Rhei 

Seminum  Santonici  ana  unciam  unam  Misce  fiat  Pulvis. 


Of  this  powder  I prescribe  from  ten  grains 
to  two  scruples  three  times  a-day.  This 
is  by  no  means  a pleasant  form  for  the 
exhibition  of  the  fucus,  nor  will  every  sto- 
mach bear  it  for  a continuance ; but  when 
it  can  be  taken  without  inconvenience,  it  will 
be  found  to  possess  advantages  which  the 
preceding  formulae  have  not,  more  particu- 
larly in  cases  where  the  natural  discharge 
from  the  uterus  is  not  regular. 

There  is  another  and  a more  elegant  mode 
of  exhibiting  the  fucus,  which  is  in  the  form 
of  extract,  with  which  I generally  prescribe 
scammony. 
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p<  Extracti,  Helminth.  5j 

Pulv.  Scammon.  9j.  Syrup  simp.  qs.  ut  ft.  Massa . 
divid  : in  Pil  No.  xx. 

Of  these,  one,  two,  or  more  may  be  given 
twice  or  thrice  a-day.  I have  usually 
had  recourse  to  these  pills,  as  a more 
mild  and  agreeable  form,  and  in  cases 
where  a derangement  of  health  has  been  pro- 
duced by  a long  continuance  of  the  fucus, 
in  some  other  form ; and  patients  frequently 
request  to  have  these  pills  to  take  occasion- 
ally, after  all  disease  has  disappeared,  under 
the  impression  that  they  will  prevent  a re- 
turn of  disease.  Two  or  three  taken  at 
night,  will  open  the  bowels  gently,  with- 
out producing  the  least  unpleasant  feeling. 
Should  any  distressing  symptoms  arise  dur- 
ing the  use  of  the  fucus,  such  as  those  de- 
tailed in  the  case  given  at  length,  I generally 
order  some  diffusive  stimuli,  which  is  all  I 
have  ever  found  necessary  to  procure  relief. 

I can  scarcely  form  a fair  and  correct  opi- 
nion of  the  success  of  this  method  of  treating 
occult  Cancer,  because  those  persons  who 
came  to  me  with  this  disease,  had  their  con- 
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stitutions  much  impaired  by  the  long  use  of 
medicines,  and  very  frequently  by  those  of 
an  injurious  tendency ; and  the  disease  itself 
is  often  in  an  aggravated  state,  from  severe 
applications.  If  persons  had  recourse  to  it 
as  soon  as  the  tumour  was  ascertained  to  be 
Schirrous,  I have  no  doubt  but  the  plan 
of  treatment  would  be  much  more  bene- 
ficial to  the  patient,  and  more  satisfactory  to 
the  practitioner.  But  that  the  reader  may 
judge  for  himself,  I will  here  cite  an  instance 
where  all  disease  was  removed  at  the  advanced 
age  of  04.  Nor  do  I call  upon  him  to  rely 
on  my  testimony  alone  for  the  truth  of  what 
I state. — A lady  of  the  age  just  mentioned, 
came  to  me  on  the  31st  of  December,  1823, 
with  a schirrous  tumour  in  her  left  breast* 
which  had  been  a troublesome  companion  to 
her  for  several  years,  and  for  the  removal  of 
which  she  had  tried  various  plans ; and 
amongst  others,  the  plaster  of  Sir  Charles 
Aldis  had  been  twice  applied.  When  I first 
saw  her,  I found  the  tumour  occupying  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  breast  above  the  nipple.  It 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  detail : — 
it  will  suffice  to  say,  that  on  the  12th  of  April, 
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scarcely  four  months  from  the  day  she  placed 
herself  under  my  care,  she  left  town  without 
a trace  of  tumour.  I have  heard  from  her 
since,  and  she  continues  quite  free  from 
disease. 


When  I crave  the  formula  for  the  fucus  in 
powder,  I hinted  at  the  advantages  that  this 
form  would  be  found  to  possess  in  particular 
cases.  I will  now  mention  a case  in  which 
I gave  it  with  decided  success. — A lady,  47 
years  of  age,  who  had  had  no  appearance 
of  Catamenia  for  a year  and  a half,  and  as 
they  had  ceased  gradually,  and  as  she  conti- 
nued in  good  bodily  health,  she  naturally 
concluded  they  would  never  return.  During 
the  early  part  of  this  cessation,  she  discovered 
a tumour  in  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina, 
close  to  the  os  uteri,  for  which  she  became 
my  patient.  After  she  had  taken  these  pow- 
ders some  weeks,  she  was  surprised  to  find 
the  natural  discharge  return.  She  at  length 
became  as  regular  as  at  any  period  of  her  life, 
and  some  months  subsequent  to  the  dispersion 
of  the  tumour,  the  uterus  became  impreg- 
nated. 
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It  may  be  said  by  the  sceptical  and  unbe- 
lieving, that  no  case  of  true  schirrous  was 
ever  cured  by  this  plan.  In  answer  to  this,  1 
would  observe,  that  I have  invariably  found 
those  tumours  which  are  decidedly  schir- 
rous, acted  upon  with  greater  ease,  and  in 
a much  shorter  space  of  time,  than  others 
of  a doubtful  kind.  The  better  to  strengthen 
this  assertion,  and  with  a view  to  obviate  and 
prevent  such  an  opinion  being  entertained,  I 
shall  now  cite  a case  about  which  there  can 
be  no  doubt;  and  I might  also  add,  that  1 

have  the  written  testimony  of  medical  men 

%! 

to  prove,  that  they  have  treated  cases  on  my 
nlan,  with  obvious  benefit. 

A woman  aged  47,  applied  to  me  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1820,  who  had  had  one 
breast  removed  by  Mr.  Brodie,  about  twelve 
months  before.  At  the  time  I saw  her,  she 
had  schirrous  tumours  underneath  both  arms, 
besides  one  in  the  remaining  breast,  and 
several  others  in  different  parts  of  the  chest 
and  neck,  and  one  about  the  size  of  an  egg  in 
the  right  hypochondriac  region.  Those  in 
each  axilla  were  immoveably  fixed. 
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She  complained  of  a constant  numbness  m 
both  arms,  and  the  skin  covering  the  largest 
tumour  in  the  chest,  had  become  very  thin, 
and  was  much  discoloured.  For  months  pre- 
vious, she  was  unable  to  lie  down  in  bed,  from 
a constant  sense  of  suffocation,  when  in  a 
recumbent  posture.  She  had  a troublesome 
habitual  cough,  accompanied  with  internal 
disease  of  the  chest. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1 prescribed 
the  infusion  of  the  Helminthocorton,  and  by 
the  seventh  she  passed  much  better  nights, 
and  was  able  to  continue  for  some  hours  in  a 
recumbent  posture,  the  usual  appearances  in 
the  faeces  having  been  produced. 

On  the  ninth  I saw  her  again.  She  had 
then  had  two  bad  nights,  from  a considerable 
increase  of  pain  in  the  tumours,  with  nausea 
and  constant  vertigo. 

By  the  twelfth,  her  general  health  was 
improved,  and  she  again  passed  better  nights. 
The  tumour  in  the  breast  was  found,  on  ex- 
amination, to  be  softer,  and  diminished  in 
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size.  The  sickness  and  vertigo  had  in  a 
great  measure  left  her. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  tumour  last  spoken 
of  was  considerably  reduced,  those  in  each 
axilla  had  become  moveable,  and  were  evi- 
dently lessened.  The  numbness  complained 
of  in  the  arms  had  subsided. 

The  twentieth : for  several  days  past,  large 
dark  green  patches  were  observed  in  the 
faeces  : two  or  three  of  the  tumours  were  di- 
vided, and  the  one  in  the  breast  entirely 
disappeared : little  or  no  pain  was  felt  in  the 
parts  diseased,  and  rest  was  generally  enjoyed 
during  the  night. 

She  went  on  gradually  improving  till 
the  25th,  on  which  day  I found  her  com- 
plaining of  pains  in  all  her  limbs,  accom- 
panied by  febrile  symptoms,  considerable 
increase  of  cough,  and  expectoration,  on 
which  account  I was  obliged  to  discontinue 
the  medicine,  and  never  afterwards  had  an 
opportunity  of  re-commencing  it. 

The  situation  of  this  patient,  as  servant  of 
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all  work,  obliged  her,  unfortunately,  to  use 
laborious  exertion,  which,  joined  to  frequent 
exposure  to  heat  and  cold,  much  impeded 
the  benefit  which  would  have  arisen  from  the 
use  of  the  medicine,  and  the  violent  cold 
with  which  she  was  at  last  seized,  totally  pre- 
cluded its  farther  exhibition. 

It  is  rarely  we  meet  with  a case  where  the 
disease  is  more  extensive  and  aggravated  than 
that  which  I have  just  cited ; but  notwith- 
standing this,  and  the  numerous  disadvan- 
tages before  enumerated,  more  was  accom- 
plished than  could  reasonably  have  been  an- 
ticipated ; and  the  facts  which  I have  stated 

/ 

are  sufficient  to  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion, 
that  even  true  schirrous  of  the  most  inveterate 
nature,  is  capable  of  being  removed  by  the 
plan  which  I propose. 

in  order  that  the  effects  of  the  medicine 
which  I recommend,  may  be  more  fully  un- 
derstood, and  the  symptoms,  during  its  oper- 
ation, more  clearly  defined,  I shall  briefly 
state  a case  throughout  its  progress,  from  the 
first  adoption  of  the  plan  to  the  final  cure ; 
and  as  in  all,  the  appearances  are  but  little 


38 


varied,  I shall  confine  myself  to  one  alone, 
considering  that  this  will  be  sufficient  to 
answer  the  end  which  I have  in  view. 

A lady,  40  years  of  age,  applied  to  me  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1820.  She  stated,  that 
about  four  years  previous,  when  under  the 
influence  of  the  Catamenia,  she  had  received 
a blow  on  her  right  breast,  in  endeavouring 
to  save  a child  from  falling  down  stairs. 
That  shortly  afterwards,  a tumour  was  disco- 
vered in  the  breast,  which  had  gradually  in- 
creased ; and  although  she  had  from  time  to 
time  applied  to  various  surgeons  of  eminence, 
all  their  efforts  proved  ineffectual,  either  to 
diminish  or  arrest  its  progress. 

Upon  examining  the  part,  I found  a tu- 
mour of  a stony  hardness,  with  great  irregu- 
larities. The  skin  covering  it  was  very  thin, 
but  not  discoloured.  Its  greatest  length  was 
five  inches  and  a quarter,  and  its  breadth 
four  inches,  and  it  was  immoveably  fixed. 
She  was  exceedingly  fearful  of  having  it 
touched,  from  its  great  tenderness,  and  could 
not  bear  the  slightest  pressure  of  her  dress 
upon  it.  Several  of  the  lymphatic  vessels 
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were  tight  and  bulky,  the  whole  of  the  breast 
was  much  disfigured  and  distorted,  and  its 
temperature  greatly  increased.  The  nipple 
was  dry  and  hard,  and  bound  down  to  the 
tumour  by  three  adhesions. 

The  tumour  itself,  at  its  lower  part,  was 
confined  to  the  chest  by  three  adhesions  also, 
neither  of  which  would  admit  of  the  least 
separation.  The  axillary  glands  were  not 
enlarged,  but  she  was  totally  incapable  of 
raising  her  arm. 

I directed  the  breast  to  be  well  covered 
with  cotton  wool,  and  ordered  her  the  infu- 
sion of  Helminthocorton,  in  the  proportion 
of  half  an  ounce  to  a pint  of  water,  and  to 
take  a wine-glass  full  three  times  each  day. 
This  she  commenced  taking  on  the  31st. 

June  4th. — No  symptoms  worth  notice  had 
been  produced  : the  medicine  agreed  very 
. well,  and  I encreased  the  quantity  of  the 
fucus  to  three-quarters  of  an  ounce. 

June  6th. — Secretion  of  urine  increased  ; 
tumour  quite  easy ; no  perceptible  change 
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in  the  faeces  or  in  the  swelling:  appetite 
good. 

8th. — A lightness  of  the  head,  and  slight 
vertigo  experienced,  which  subsided  when 
the  medicine,  combined  with  rhubarb,  acted 
on  the  bowels,  producing  four  motions  dur- 
ing the  day,  which  were  natural  in  colour. 
She  thinks  the  upper  part  of  the  tumour  feels 
more  soft. 

9th. — Complains  of  considerable  languor 
in  the  morning,  with  an  unwillingness  to 
move,  which,  however,  goes  off  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  during  which  the  bowels  were 
moved  three  times.  The  tumour  is  decidedly 
softer,  and  slime  appears  in  the  faeces:  no 
vertigo  nor  lightness. 

13th. — General  health  not  so  much  af- 
fected by  the  medicine ; no  unpleasant  symp- 
toms. 

19th. — She  describes  the  tumour  as  much 
softer  on  the  inner  as  well  as  on  the  outer 
side,  and  says  that  it  is  now  become  move- 
able.  This  great  softness  she  was  inclined  to 
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attribute  to  an  increased  menstrual  discharge. 
The  bowels  were  moved  from  four  to  five 
times  during  the  day:  I therefore  discon- 
tinued the  rhubarb,  and  increased  the  quan- 
tity of  the  fucus,  in  the  proportion  ot  an 
ounce  to  a pint  of  water. 

21st. — This  day  I examined  the  tumour 
for  the  first  time  since  she  commenced  taking 
the  medicine,  and  found  it,  as  she  had  de- 
scribed, considerably  softer,  and  the  project- 
ing points  more  obtuse.  According  to  ad- 
measurement, it  was  reduced  half  an  inch 
from  its  superior  to  its  inferior  part.  It  ap- 
peared, in  part,  divided  about  its  centre : its 
greatest  motion  was  laterally.  The  nipple 
was  more  free  from  adhesion,  and  more  natu- 
ral in  appearance  and  situation.  Tied  spots 
occasionally  appear  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  which  remain  only  a day  or  two. 

23d. — She  says  the  softness  increases,  and 
that  the  lower  part  also  is  now  becoming 
softer.  The  skin  has  become  loose,  and  hangs 
over  the  nipple,  which  it  conceals.  This 
alarmed  her,  as  she  thought  it  arose  from  the 
nipple  being  drawn  in ; but  on  raising  the 
breast,  she  found  that  was  not  the  case,  it  be- 


ing  more  natural  in  appearance.  I ordered  a 
cataplasm  of  the  Quercus  Marine  to  cover  the 
whole  breast. 

28th. — To-day  there  is  a considerable  thick- 
ness of  the  integuments,  in  which  the  nipple 
is  completely  buried,  but  this,  in  point  of 
situation,  is  now  quite  natural.  The  admea- 
surement, however,  proves  in  some  degree 
fallacious,  as  the  size  of  the  tumour  is  rather 
increased  than  diminished,  from  this  loose 
state  of  the  integuments.  Its  softness  in- 
creases, and  one  portion,  situated  externally 
and  laterally,  is  detached,  • and  easily  kept 
separate.  The  tumour  admits  of  increased 
motion.  Faeces  described  as  having  the  fol- 
lowing appearances : darker  in  colour,  with 
patches  of  dark  green  and  slime.  No  vertigo 
nor  languor,  but  twice  she  has  had  a mo- 
mentary loss  of  sense,  similar  to  what  is  felt 
when  recovering  from  a fainting  fit.  The 
number  of  motions  is  generally  from  four  to 
five  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  Pulse 
rather  quicker  than  natural ; countenance 
healthy ; and  the  temperature  of  the  breast 
much  diminished. 


30th. — 1 examined  the  breast  for  the 
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second  time,  and  can  now  take  hold  of  the 
tumour  at  the  lower  part,  and  easily  raise  it, 
it  being  now  completely  moveable  in  all  di- 
rections, and  every  where  more  soft.  The 
inner  adhesion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  breast 
to  the  chest  has  disappeared  ; the  nipple  is  as 
much  buried  as  before. 

July  4th. — This  day  1 saw  the  breast  again, 
and  on  admeasurement  found  the  tumour  re- 
duced an  inch  in  length,  and  proportionably 
in  breadth.  The  second  adhesion  has  also 
disappeared,  and  the  third  is  easily  sepa- 
rated. The  skin  of  the  last,  however,  is 
somewhat  red,  but  there  is  no  appearance 
nor  prospect  of  ulceration.  The  whole  of  the 
breast  is  much  more  natural  in  appearance, 
and  the  nipple  can  be  seen  without  removing 
the  surrounding  parts.  Bowels  open,  having 
three  motions  daily  ; general  health  and  ap- 
petite very  good ; faeces  dark  coloured,  with 
.some  slime  and  green  specks  ; heat  of  the 
breast  natural.  I again  ordered  the  cata- 
plasm, which  I had  discontinued  for  four 
days,  in  consequence  of  its  having  produced 
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eruptions,  during  which  time  I ordered  fo- 
mentations of  camomile. 
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July  7th. — Tumour  below,  as  well  as  above, 
perfectly  soft,  except  immediately  where  the 
remaining’  adhesion  exists,  and  there  the  red- 
ness of  the  skin  has  disappeared. 

11th, — Complains  of  diarrhoea,  and  bear- 
ing down,  produced  by  the  medicine,  which 
caused  me  to  omit  the  rhubarb  : the  adhesion 
admits  of  a still  greater  separation.  Two 
small  floating  tumours,  the  size  of  peas,  are 
situated  on  each  side  of  it. 

17th. — No  extraordinary  motions  since  the 
rhubarb  has  been  omitted.  The  two  pea-like 
tumours  are  dispersed ; I again  ordered  the 
rhubarb. 

25th. — The  action  of  the  medicine  has 
been  rather  violent,  having  excited  occasional 
nausea,  and  produced  large  green  patches  in 
the  feeces.  The  depth  of  the  remaining  ad- 
hesion is  now  scarcely  an  inch,  and  much, 
narrower  at  its  surface.  The  greatest  length 
of  the  tumour  is  only  three  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

26th. — Last  night  she  had  considerable 


pains  in  the  breast,  accompanied  with  in- 
creased heat  of  the  part.  I ordered  a foment- 
ation of  poppy  heads,  and  after  the  pains  had 
subsided,  applied  the  soap  plaster  over  the 
whole  breast. 

31st. — The  adhesion  can  be  separated,  so 
as  to  admit  a finger  being  placed  at  its  bot- 
tom : there  is  no  other  visible  alteration.  I 
removed  the  soap  plaster,  and  ordered  a cata- 
plasm made  of  camomile  flowers,  to  be  ap- 
plied twice  a-day. 

Aug.  1st. — Very  severe  pains  in  the  breast, 
but  they  are  not  of  long  duration.  In  the 
course  of  the  preceding  night,  several  hard 
substances  were  voided,  and  a quantity  of 
slime  of  a yellowish  white  colour : she  never 
before  observed  any  thing  like  it.  The  hard 
substances  which  came  away,  on  being  cut 
with  scissors,  snapped,  and  exhibited  one  or 
more  tubes : she  compared  them  to  portions 
of  sweetbread.  On  being  kept  a day  they 
became  more  soft. 

4th. — The  pains  occasionally  are  very 
severe,  which  she  described  as  burning 
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and  tearing.  I ordered  a cataplasm  made 
with  a decoction  of  poppy  heads  and  linseed 
meal. 

7th. — Two  glands  detached  from  the  tu- 
mour, which  is  now  more  easily  moved.  The 
inside  of  the  adhesion  is  become  softer ; the 
heat  of  the  breast  again  natural ; pulse  full, 
but  soft ; tongue  rather  white ; appetite 
spare. 

14th, — Both  sides  of  the  adhesion  become 
quite  soft ; the  nipple  hid,  but  softer,  and 
has  a white  appearance  ; faeces  sometimes  na- 
tural, at  others,  of  the  colour  of  a green 
bottle ; and  again,  after  this,  only  in  patches. 
Pains  not  so  frequent  nor  so  severe.  The 
whole  breast  is  nowhere  hard,  as  formerly. 

15th. — Myriads  of  little  white  filaments 
pass  by  stool.  At  first,  she  thought  they  had 
life : they  exactly  resemble  those  which  are 
found  issuing  from  cancerous  tumours.  I 
have  preserved  some  of  them  in  spirits  of 
wine. 

17t.h. — Complains  of  much  debility  and 
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languor,  which,  she  imagines,  proceeds  from 
having  passed  two  restless  nights. 

22nd. — General  health  much  better,  and 
no  recurrence  of  pain  or  languor. 

24th. — There  have  been  no  unnatural  ap- 
pearances in  the  faeces  for  the  last  week : the 
nipple  is  much  softer,  and  the  interior  part 
of  the  adhesion  has  lost  all  its  redness.  I 
ordered  the  following  liniment  to  be  rubbed 
upon  the  breast  twice  a-day : — 


R Liniment.  Sapon.  3ii 
Tinct.  Opii.  3ii 
M.  ft.  Liniment. 


By  this  time  I had  gradually  increased  the 
strength  of  the  infusion  to  an  ounce  and  a half 
of  the  fucus  to  a pint  of  water. 

30th. — The  evacuations  now  became  darker, 
and  mixed  with  slime.  At  this  period,  the 
tumour  measured  two  inches  and  a quarter. 

Sept.  6th. — The  usual  appearance  in  the 
faeces  could  not  be  produced : the  medicine 
was  therefore  discontinued,  and  small  doses 


of  sulph.  magnes.  were  occasionally  taken, 
and  the  breast  was  ordered  to  be  rubbed 
twice  or  three  times  a-day  with  the  liniment 
stated  in  the  preceding  page. 

22nd. — Re-commenced  the  medicine,  in  the 
proportion  of  three -fourths  of  an  ounce  to  a 
pint  of  water. 

27th. — State  of  the  swellings  very  little 
altered ; faeces  darker  in  colour ; and  the 
quantity  of  urine  increased. 

Oct.  4th. — Increased  perspiration ; bowels 
open ; motions  dark  in  colour,  and  the  green 
patches  again  produced  : the  tumour  is  di- 
visible into  many  parts,  and  very  much  di- 
minished in  size.  Again  ordered  the  cata- 
plasm of  Quercus  Marin se. 

12th. — The  dark  green  patches  still  ap- 
pear in  the  motions ; there  is  no  pain  in  the 
breast ; the  tumour  diminishes  very  fast,  and 
is  now  so  deep  seated,  that  its  size  cannot  be 
accurately  ascertained. 

ByN  ov.  10th,  there  was  no  longer  any 
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tumour  to  be  discovered,  and  after  continuing 
the  medicine,  and  gradually  increasing  its 
strength,  till  the  1st  of  December,  I thought 
it  had  been  taken  sufficiently  long  to  pre- 
vent a recurrence  of  the  malady,  and  from 
that  time  discontinued  its  use  altogether, 

This  was  by  far  the  largest  tumour  I have 
ever  dispersed.  Indeed  it  is  very  rare  that 
schirrous  tumours  attain  so  great  a size  ; for 
it  is  generally  admitted,  that  in  delicate  con- 
stitutions they  soon  run  into  the  ulcerative 
stage.  The  appearances  in  the  motions  were 
not  produced  in  this  instance  so  early  as  in 
other  cases,  which  is  to  be  accounted  for  from 
the  medicine  having  been  left  off  during  the 
continuance  of  the  catamenia.  For  this, 
however,  there  is  not  the  slightest  necessity, 
as  the  medicine  does  not  produce,  at  this 
period,  the  least  unpleasant  effect.  The 
nipple  is  still  rather  more  hard  than  natural, 
and  there  also  remains  a thickened  state  of 
skin ; but  I shall  presently  state  that  these 
parts,  when  diseased  from  Cancer,  are  ex- 
ceedingly difficult,  to  be  acted  upon  by  any 
kind  of  treatment;  and  medicines,  which 
act  powerfully  upon  diseased  glandular 
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structure,  have  no  influence  over  such  a 
state  of  skin. 

The  whole  of  the  breast  is  now  smaller 
than  the  other,  yet  if  a low  dress  were  worn, 
no  perceptible  difference  in  size  or  general 
appearance  would  be  discernible,  and  she  is 
now  enabled  to  wear  the  thickest  clothing, 
without  being  in  the  slightest  degree  incon- 
venienced. 

When  I first  saw  this  tumour,  I hesitated 
to  make  any  attempt  for  its  reduction,  as  well 
from  its  magnitude  as  from  its  appalling  ap- 
pearance. The  dispersion  of  such  a tumour, 
I believe  I may  safely  assert,  was  never  before 
accomplished  by  constitutional  treatment. 
Its  removal  was  the  more  extraordinary, 
when  we  consider  the  mildness  of  the  means 
by  which  it  was  effected,  and  that  the  pain 
she  suffered  was  only  occasionally  severe,  and 
even  trifling,  comparatively  with  what  must 
be  undergone  by  other  methods  of  treatment. 
A medicine  possessing  so  powerful  an  influ- 
ence, might  be  supposed  to  injure  the  consti- 
tution ; but  on  the  contrary,  the  general 
health  has  rather  been  improved  than  dete- 
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riorated  by  its  use,  as  indeed  has  been  in- 
variably the  case  with  all  under  my  care,  who 
have  taken  it. 

Independent  of  several  tumours  in  the 
breasts  of  females,  which  I have  removed, 
three  cases  of  uterine  schirrous  have  yielded 
to  this  plan  of  treatment ; but  one  was  not 
wholly  removed  by  the  medicine,  in  conse- 
quence of  my  having  stated  to  the  patient,  in 
conversation,  the  possibility  of  its  being  re- 
moved by  the  knife : so  that  when  the  tu- 
mour had  been  reduced  one  half,  she  became 
impatient,  and  begged  me  to  fix  a day  for  the 
operation,  which  at  length  I was  compelled  to 
accede  to. 

For  twelve  months  previous  to  her  apply- 
ing to  me,  she  had  occasional  pains  in  the 
uterus,  and  for  nine  months  she  had  per- 
ceived a small  tumour  near  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  which,  on  examination,  I found  to  be 
situated  underneath  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  vagina.  This  was  about  the  size  of  a 
small  walnut.  Her  age  was  46 ; the  catame- 
nia appeared  only  once  in  three  months,  and 
then  very  slightly.  In  the  course  of  two 
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months,  the  tumour  was  reduced  one  half; 
the  catamenia  became  regular,  and  rather 
profuse,  and  the  pains  subsided. 

In  addition  to  giving  her  the  Fucus  Ilel- 
minthocorton,  I ordered  an  injection  of  the 
muriate  of  soda  dissolved  in  water.  The 
operation,  though  attended  with  considerable 
hemorrhage,  was 'successfully  performed,  and 
the  wound  healed  in  a few  days.  There  has 
since  been  no  appearance  of  a return  of  the 
tumour,  with  a view  to  prevent  which,  she 
took  the  medicine  for  two  months  after- 
wards. 

Local  Treatment. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  other  parts  of 
this  Essay  I have  occasionally  spoken  of  the 
local  means  which  I should  recommend  ; but 
lest  these  should  not  be  fully  understood,  I 
will  just  mention  them  here,  in  a more  col- 
lected form. 

In  all  cases  of  schirrous  tumour,  local 
warmth  is  of  the  first  importance ; and  to 
prove  that  in  many  instances  this  may  assist 
very  materially  in  the  dispersion  of  glandular 
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swellings,  I shall  state  a circumstance  that 
recently  came  within  my  knowledge. 

A lady  had  had  a tumour  in  her  breast  for 
some  months,  and  amongst  the  various  things 
recommended  to  her  for  its  removal,  was  local 
warmth.  The  most  effectual  mode  of  apply- 
ing this,  she  conceived,  was  by  placing  her 
hand  on  the  tumour,  and  retaining  it  there 
for  several  hours.  Accordingly,  she  was  ac- 
customed every  night,  on  going  to  bed,  to 
lay  her  hand  on  the  part,  and  in  a short 
time,  she  had  so  fully  acquired  the  habit  of 
doing  this,  that  when  she  awoke  in  the  morn- 
ing, she  found  her  hand  in  the  same  position 
in  which  she  had  placed  it  the  night  previous. 

By  persisting  in  this  for  some  months,  she 
found,  to  her  infinite  satisfaction,  that  the 
tumour  was  dispersed.  I have  frequently 
succeeded  in  dispersing  scrofulous  glandular 
swellings  of  the  neck,  by  keeping  the  part 
well  covered ; so  that  patients  have  come  to 
me  in  a few  days,  astonished  at  the  reduc- 
tion which  had  taken  place,  attributing  to  the 
medicine  which  they  had  been  taking,  that 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  arose  from  the  simple 
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circumstance  I have  just  mentioned.  In  the 
case  of  young  females  who  have  these  glan- 
dular enlargements,  I am  accustomed  to  di- 
rect them  to  wear  a collerette  lined  with  cot- 
ton wool. 

Of  little  less  consequence  is  it  that  the 
mind  should  be  kept  in  a state  of  tranquillity 
in  every  stage  of  the  disease.  The  attention 
of  the  patient  should  be  drawn  to  any 
other  object  rather  than  dwell  on  conse- 
quences which  may  ensue,  and  which  would 
be  materially  hastened,  by  brooding  over 
evils,  which  the  imagination  never  fails  to 
aggravate;  for  I am  well  persuaded  there  is 
no  more  malignancy  in  cancerous,  than  other 
tumours,  if  they  are  treated  in  a proper 
manner. 

In  many  cases  of  schirrous  tumours,  the 
application  of  setons  will  be  found  of  essential 
service,  as  an  auxiliary.  They  act,  in  some 
degree,  as  a substitute  for  the  natural  dis- 
charge, by  relieving  the  over-distended  state 
of  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  part  affected. 
But  they  cannot  be  applied  with  safety  in 
every  case  of  schirrous  tumour,  at  least  in  its 
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immediate  neighbourhood,  because  these  tu- 
mours are  not  unfrequently  accompanied 
by  a diseased  state  of  skin,  which  often  ex- 
tends to  a considerable  distance  from  the 
breast.  This  will  be  readily  distinguished, 
by  a comparison  with  that  of  the  other  breast, 
as  it  will  feel  much  thicker,  appear  puffed, 
and  on  minute  inspection,  there  appear 
streaks  of  a white  colour  running  through  it. 
Besides,  if  an  incision  be  made  into  it  after 
death,  it  will  be  found  almost  white,  and  of  a 
consistence  resembling  cartilage.  The  inser- 
tion of  a seton  into  parts  thus  affected,  it  must 
be  obvious,  would,  in  all  probability,  be  at- 
tended with  serious  consequences.  At  all 
events,  such  practice  would  be  extremely  in- 
judicious ; but  in  cases  where  no  such  diseased 
state  of  the  skin  exists,  a seton  may  be  in- 
serted with  perfect  safety  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  tumour,  just  below  the  breast. 

I have  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  saying, 
that  when  properly  and  judiciously  applied, 
setons  will  be  found  of  considerable  advan- 
tage, and  I cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  their  use.  But  where  this  diseased 
state  of  the  skin  is  extending  to  the  parts 


around  the  breast,  prohibiting  the  insertion 
of  a seton  dose  to  it,  it  may  be  introduced 
into  the  arm  of  the  same  side,  or  a blister  may 
be  applied  there,  which  should  be  kept  open 
for  some  time.  But  after  the  ulcerative  stage 
has  commenced,  setons  cease  to  be  of  any 
utility. 

Before  I dismiss  the  subject  of  this  diseased 
state  of  skin,  I shall  just  observe,  that  every 
practitioner  must  be  aware  how  much  more 
difficult  it  is  to  get  the  absorbents  to  act  by 
constitutional  treatment  on  these  parts  when 
so  affected,  than  on  glands ; and  we  are  pre- 
vented from  using  local  means,  by  the  fear  of 
irritating  a part  in  which  such  a disease  as 
Cancer  exists,  well  knowing  the  consequences 
which  usually  ensue  when  such  irritation  is 
the  effect  of  accident.  When  the  skin  is  in 
this  state,  I know  of  no  treatment  either  con- 
stitutional  or  locaf  that  can  be  tried  with  a 
prospect  of  permanent  advantage. 

In  such  cases,  after  having  succeeded  in  the 
entire  removal  of  the  tumour,  I have  found 
that  the  skin  so  diseased,  has  been  wholly  un- 
affected  by  the  plan  which  I have  been  fol- 
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lowing.  In  one  case,  notwithstanding  a whole 
year  has  elapsed  since  the  dispersion  of  the 
tumour  was  accomplished,  it  has  not  evinced 
any  disposition  to  take  on  a cancerous  action. 
It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  unworthy  of  remark, 
that  in  large  schirrous  tumours,  where  the 
skin  covering  them  has  been  rendered  so  thin 
by  unnatural  distention,  that  the  most  pro- 
jecting points  threatened  an  immediate  pro- 
trusion, it  acquired,  while  the  tumour  was 
reducing,  a surprising  degree  of  density  and 
firmness.  This  proves  to  what  an  extent  the 
disease  had  been  communicated  to  it,  though 
at  the  greatest  enlargement  of  the  tumour  it 
was  not  at  all  apparent. 

If  the  tumour  is  covered  only  by  a very 
thin  skin,  which  is  discoloured,  the  best  appli- 
cation is  the  ointment  made  of  the  oxide  of 
bismuth,  spread  on  lint,  and  over  which  a 
quantity  of  cotton  wool  is  to  be  placed ; but 
if  the  skin  be  natural  in  colour,  and  the 
tumour  has  no  disposition  to  ulcerate,  then 
tl^  cotton  wool  only  should  be  applied. 

When  the  tumour  has  receded  from  the 
surface,  and  become  more  covered  by  healthy 
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parts,  the  linimentum  saponis  may  be  rubbed 
upon  the  breast  twice  a-day.  Indeed,  this 
liniment  may  be  applied,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  those  parts  of  the  breast  where  there  is  no 
discoloration  of  cuticle.  After  some  time, 
stronger  liniments  may  be  safely  substituted, 
such  as  the  spiritus  camphorm  composite,  in 
equal  parts  with  the  linimentum  saponis. 
Another  form  of  liniment,  which  I have  oc- 
casionally used,  and  which  has  been  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Rodman,  is  made  thus : — 


r 01.  Oliv.  oiss 
01.  Terebinth.  3ss 
Acid.  Sulph.  M.  xxx. 


The  latter  ingredient  may  be  increased  to 
forty  or  sixty  drops. 

I have  also  found  the  following  a most  use- 
ful application : — 


R Camphor.  3i 
Acet.  Potass,  sii 
Ung.  Simpl.  3i. 


These  applications  I have  generally  ordered 
to  be  used  during  the  day,  and  a cataplasm 
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made  of  the  flores  anthemidis,  reduced  to  a 
fine  pulp,  to  be  applied  on  going-  to  bed  : but 
when  patients  have  tumours  which  are  deep 
seated,  any  of  these  liniments  may  be  safely 
used. 

When  pains  in  the  diseased  part  have  be- 
come distressing,  I have  generally  either 
ordered  the  decoct,  papaveris  as  a foment- 
ation, or  mixed  up  with  the  pulp  of  the  flores 
anthemidis,  and  thus  formed  a cataplasm,  to 
which  I have  sometimes  added  the  extractum 
hyoscyami  nigri. 

I have  usually  found  that  an  occasional 
variation  of  these  applications  has  been  at- 
tended with  more  benefit  than  continuing 
any  one  for  a length  of  time.  Still,  notwith- 
standing this  detail  of  external  applications,  I 
cannot  but  regard  them  as  of  minor  import- 
ance, so  far  as  concerns  the  complete  cure  of 
the  disease;  and  although  they  may  some- 
times be  in  a degree  beneficial  in  assuaging 
the  pain,  and  more  frequently  of  use  in  di- 
verting the  attention  of  the  patient,  yet  it  is 
the  constitutional  treatment  alone  that  we 
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can  rely  on,  for  a successful  reduction  of 
schirrous  tumours. 

The  use  of  mercury,  in  any  form,  either 
locally  or  generally,  I have  never  seen  of  any 
service  in  Cancer ; nor  have  I ever  witnessed 
any  good  effects  from  the  application  of 
leeches. 

# * • *■-  f 

Electricity  has  been  recommended  by 
some,  for  the  reduction  of  tumours  of  this 
kind.  I admit,  that  in  scrofulous  enlarge- 
ments of  glands  it  is  often  serviceable  ; but  I 
have  often  seen  its  injurious  effects  when 
used  in  schirrous  tumours,  from  its  exciting 
an  unnatural  action  in  the  breast,  and  pro- 
ducing pain ; and  in  some  cases  a discharge 
of  blood  from  the  nipple  has  attended  its 
application. 


Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Open 

Cancer. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  disease  with  which 
we  are  acquainted,  that  has  more  perplexed 
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and  baffled  the  efforts  of  the  surgeon  to  treat 
with  success,  than  Cancer,  even  whilst  in  its 
early  stage.  If,  then,  difficulties  are  expe- 
rienced at  the  commencement  of  the  disease, 
how  much  must  they  be  increased  when  the 
monster  no  longer  lies  concealed,  but  com- 
mences his  work  of  destruction  on  those  parts 
in  his  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  exerts  his 
enervating  and  baneful  influence  on  the  con- 
stitution ? To  attack  him  with  weapons  equally 
destructive  with  himself,  has  a tendency  to 
increase  his  fury  ; and  indeed  if  there  was  a 
chance  of  success,  by  the  adoption  of  violent 
measures,  no  practitioner  who  values  his  re- 
putation would  risk  it.  Experience  and  hu- 
manity unite  to  convince  us,  that  milder  ones 
are  the  safest,  and  the  most  advantageous  and 
desirable  in  the  end.  In  fact,  this  observa- 
tion is  alike  applicable  to  Cancer  in  the  inci- 
pient stage,  as  far  as  regards  local  remedies, 
which  I might  readily  prove,  by  adducing  in- 
stances where  they  have  not  only  failed,  but 
have  been  productive  of  the  worst  conse- 
quences. I shall,  however,  content  myself 
with  citing  one  case — that  of  a Mrs.  Dennis  of 
Lynn,  Norfolk,  which  all  the  world  were  told 
was  radically  cured  by  Sir  Charles  Aldis,  with 
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his  miraculous  plaster,  and  whose  breast,  with 
the  various  extracted  tumours,  formed  a most 
conspicuous  frontispiece  to  his  pamphlet. 
Since  this  lady’s  case  was  published  as  cured, 
she  submitted  to  two  other  applications  of  the 
same  tormenting*  plaster,  which  at  last  pro- 
duced a wound  in  her  breast,  that  defied  even 
the  skill  of  Sir  Charles  to  heal ; and  in  No- 
vember, 1823,  she  came  to  me  with  Open 
Cancer  and  disease  in  the  other  breast,  of 
which  she  died  in  June  last.  Here,  then,  we 
have  positive  proof  not  only  of  the  failure  of 
a remedy  which  was  extolled  in  a way  un- 
precedented, but  which,  in  fact,  was  sup- 
ported only  by  the  vaunted  success  of  this 
case.  I could  cite  others,  but  in  mercy  I 
will  withhold  my  pen.— Yet  in  mercy  I 
ought  to  proceed,  but  that  I deem  the  simple 
narration  just  given,  sufficient  to  prevent  all 
whose  eye  may  meet  it;  from  allowing  them- 
selves to  be  deluded  by  hopes  which  the  ad- 
vance of  intelligence  and  truth  must  in  time 
dispel. 

It  may  be  well  to  remark,  in  this  place, 
that  nothing  should  authorize  our  using  vio- 
lent measures,  either  locally  or  constitution- 
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ally,  for  the  cure  of  Cancer,  in  the  advanced 
periods  of  life.  A man  might  justly  be 
deemed  either  a knave  or  a madman,  who 
would  undertake  to  cure  a case  of  Open,  or 
indeed  Occult  Cancer,  at  the  age  of  7 7*  Our 
attempts  should  then  be  limited  to  the  miti- 
gation of  suffering,  and  to  restrain  the  disease  ; 
both  of  which  ends  may  be  attained,  in  some 
instances,  by  very  mild  means,  as  the  follow- 
ing statement  will  shew : — 

A lady  from  Hertfordshire,  77  years  old, 
came  to  me  four  years  ago,  with  several 
schirrous  masses  in  her  left  breast,  which 
felt  like  pieces  of  a plate  which  had  been 
broken,  and  introduced  into  the  substance 
of  the  breast,  and  the  angular  point  of  which 
had  perforated  the  skin.  I ordered  one  or 
other  of  the  ointments  which  I shall  here- 
after mention- — the  wounds  to  be  washed 
with  a bitter  infusion — to  cover  the  breast 
with  cotton  wool,  and  some  common  ape- 
rient pills  to  take  occasionally  ; to  these  I 
conjoined  as  spare  a diet  as  she  could  con- 
veniently bear;  and,  I believe,  to  this  day 
she  is  not  only  living,  but  enjoys  compara- 
tively good  health. 


Having  shewn  the  injurious,  and  fre- 
quently fatal  effects  of  local  applications  of 
a violent  nature,  for  the  cure  of  Cancer,  in 
the  Occult  stage,  I shall  proceed  to  state  the 
means  which  I have  found  most  useful  in  the 
open  stage  of  this  disease,  both  as  to  consti- 
tutional and  local  treatment.  I have  given 
the  Fucus  with  advantage,  in  several  cases  of 
Open  Cancer,  and  have  certainly  not  only 
kept  the  disease  from  advancing,  but  have 
removed  much  of  the  schirrous  indurations, 
prevented  the  wounds  from  assuming  their 
true  character,  and  greatly  alleviated  the 
sufferings  of  the  patient.  In  proof  of  this,  I 
will  give  an  instance  which  is  supported  by 
the  testimony  of  the  medical  gentleman  who 
attended  a Mr.  Strowger  of  Harlest.on  in 
Norfolk.  In  January,  1822,  I was  requested 
to  visit  a lady  who  resided  near  Harleston, 
and  whose  left  breast  had  been  removed  by 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  some  months  previous. 
All  she  wished  me  to  do  was  to  alleviate  her 
sufferings,  and  prevent  her  from  becoming  a 
nuisance  to  her  friends  and  relatives,  which 
she  dreaded  even  more  than  bodily  pain.  I 
found  her  confined  to  her  room,  unable  to  use 
either  of  her  arms,  from  schirrous  indurations 
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under  each  axilla.  The  cicatrix  of  the  wound 
caused  by  the  operation  had  opened  and  ul- 
cerated, and  on  the  remaining  part  of  the 
breast  there  were  three  ulcers,  the  largest 
about  the  size  of  a shilling1 ; the  other  breast 
was  one  mass  of  schirrous ; and  indeed  the 
whole  chest  was  more  or  less  covered  with  in- 
durations of  the  same  kind.  This  was  the 
first  case  of  Open  Cancer  in  which  I had 
tried  those  means  which  I had  found  so  useful 
in  the  Occult  stage.  In  about  two  months 
the  tumours  were  very  materially  reduced, 
and  those  underneath  the  arms  were  so  much 
smaller  as  to  enable  her  to  move  them  with 
evident  ease,  so  as  to  feed  herself;  and  oc- 
casionally one  or  more  of  the  wounds  healed, 
but  did  not  remain  long  without  a recurrence 
of  slight  superficial  ulceration.  In  short,  she 
became  so  much  better  that  she  incautiously 
went  out  in  an  open  carriage,  in  the  month 
of  March,  by  which  she  took  a severe  cold, 
and  was  once  more  confined  to  her  apart- 
ment. I saw  her  again  in  the  months  of 
either  April  or  May,  when  I was  surprised 
at  the  diminution  of  disease,  and  should  have 
been  disposed  to  entertain  hopes  of  her  resto- 
ration to  health,  if  Cancer  had  been  the  only 
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disease  to  contend  with.  Certain  it  is  that 
her  death  was  not  caused  by  Cancer.  Three 
weeks  previous  to  her  dissolution,  which  hap- 
pened in  September,  I saw  her  again ; and 
from  the  period  of  my  first  visit,  to  her  de- 
cease, she  had,  comparatively,  no  bodily  suf- 
fering from  the  cancerous  affections ; the 
wounds  had  not  increased  in  size  or  in  depth, 
nor  was  the  discharge  the  least  offensive ; the 
tumours  were  materially  smaller  than  at  first, 
and  the  disease  appeared  to  have  affected  the 
cutis  in  a most  extraordinary  way,  which 
was  thickened  and  discoloured  even  over 
greater  part  of  the  abdomen,  without  ulcera- 
tion. This  state  of  skin  had  gradually  ex- 
tended itself  from  the  breast  to  the  umbili- 
cus, the  whole  of  which  space  wore  a scaly 
appearance  of  a brownish  hue. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  Fucus  is  less  be- 
neficial in  those  cases  of  Open  Cancer  where 
some  part  of  the*  schirrous  substance  is  soft 
and  pulpy,  and  which  invariably  throwrs  out 
large  quantities  of  fungus.  In  such  cases,  I 
have  never  observed  any  diminution  of  tu- 
mour, from  continuing  the  medicine  even 
three  months ; and  the  only  advantage  I con- 


sider  to  attend  its  use,  is,  that  the  wound,  of 
whatever  magnitude  it  may  have  been,  has  in 
no  instance  spread  and  enlarged  itself  in  the 
way  peculiar  to  cancerous  ulcers,  but  its 
edges  have  frequently  healed,  and  when  it 
has  extended  itself,  it  has  always  done  so  by 
sudden  sloughing. 

A lady  applied  to  me  in  April,  1822,  with 
a tumour  of  this  description,  which  had  not 
then  broken,  but  fluctuation  was  very  evi- 
dent; the  skin  was  discoloured,  thin,  and 
threatened  to  burst  instantly.  At  her  request 
I put  a lancet  into  it,  and  about  two  ounces 
of  thin  dark  fluid  escaped.  In  a few  days, 
fungus  arose  and  increased  very  rapidly.  I 
gave  her  theFucus  in  various  forms,  for  more 
than  ten  weeks,  without  any  diminution  of 
tumour.  By  July,  1824,  the  breast  healed, 
after  having  sloughed  very  extensively  four 
separate  times. 

In  no  case  of  Open  Cancer  would  I advise 
the  Fucus  to  be  given  for  a longer  period  than 
three  months,  unless  the  advantages  attend- 
ant on  its  exhibition  are  very  great ; and 
even  then,  it  is  much  better  to  give  it  for  the 
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space  of  six  weeks,  and  allow  a fortnight  or 
more  to  elapse  before  the  Fucus  is  resumed  ; 
which  time  may  be  employed  in  giving 
tonics.  With  the  use  of  the  Fucus  alone,  I 
have  never  succeeded  in  healing*  a cancerous 
wound.  I have  reduced  much  of  the  sur- 
rounding hardness,  and  prevented  the  wound 
from  assuming  its  true  character ; but  I have 
healed  three  cancerous  ulcers  in  the  breasts  of 
females,  when  the  Fucus  has  been  previously 
given  by  means  which  I shall  presently  point 
out ; but  how  long  they  will  remain  healed  is 
yet  to  be  proved. — One  has  continued  so  two 
vears, — the  others  are  more  recent. 

J 7 

If,  then,  a case  of  Open  Cancer  were 
brought  to  me,  where  the  tumour  had  re- 
cently protruded  through  the  skin,  and  the 
surrounding  parts  were  in  a state  of  indura- 
tion, I would  give  the  Fucus  internally, — 
cover  the  breast  with  cotton  wool,  and  dress 
the  wound  with  one  or  other  of  the  following 
ointments : — 

ft  Oxydi  Zinci  3j 

Unguenti  Cetacei  5j  M.  f.  Ungt. 

Vel, 

R Bismuthi  Subnitrat.  5iij 

Unguenti  Cetacei  5].  M.  f.  Ungt. 
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These  I would  spread  on  lint,  and  apply 
twice  a-day,  washing  the  wound  each  time 
with  infusion  of  gentian ; and  if  there  was 
much  discharge,  I would  change  the  dress- 
ings every  six  or  eight  hours.  If  the  wounds 
heal,  the  disease  returns  to  its  first  stage,  and 
may  be  treated  as  I before  ordered,  when 
speaking  of  Occult  Cancer.  I have  occa- 
sionally used  the  following  lotion  for  a few 
days,  and  then  had  recourse  to  the  ointment 
again,  with  advantage  : — 

R Argent : Nitrat : Gr.  iv. 

Aq:  Distillat:  ^=ij.  M.  f.  Lotio. 

This  lotion  thickens  the  discharge,  but 
if  used  permanently,  as  far  as  l can  speak,  is 
of  no  utility. 

If  the  ulcer  spreads  after  the  Fucus  has  been 
taken  a reasonable  time,  I would  lay  it 
aside,  and  give  the  Ferrum  Tartarizatum  in 
small  doses.  I prefer  this  preparation  of  iron 
to  any  other,  because  it  may  be  given  for  a 
greater  length  of  time,  without  the  slightest 
injury ; and  I prefer  small  doses,  because 
they  are  equally  useful  with  larger  ones.  1 
would  not  give  more  than  five  grains  twice 
a-day.  I usually  order  three  only,  and  dur- 
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ing-  its  exhibition,  occasional  aperients  should 
be  taken,  such  as  the  following’ : — 

^ Ext : Colocynth  : Comp  : 3ss 
Pil:  Aloes  c Myrrha  : 9j.  M.  f.  Massa,  divid.  in 
Pil : No.  x. 

Two  of  tiiese  pills  may  be  taken  at  bed-time, 
and  if  necessary,  one  more  on  the  following 
morning! 

In  this  early  stage  of  ulceration,  and  after 
the  means  before  enumerated  have  failed  to 
heal  the  wound,  I would  no  longer  attempt 
to  effect  it,  but  endeavour  to  destroy  the  can- 
cerous mass,  by  ferruginous  applications ; 
arid  the  one  I have  found  the  most  safe  and 
useful  for  this  purpose,  is  the  phosphate  of 
iron ; but  I have  not  found  that  this  or  any 
other  preparation  of  iron  has  produced  sloughs 
in  the  way  described  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  or 
in  other  words,  destroyed  the  cancerous  mass 
by  degrees.  The  whole  substance  of  the 
breast  becomes  tender  and  inflamed,  accom- 
panied by  fever,  which  after  it  has  continued 
some  days,  sloughing  commences,  and  then 
the  greater  part,  and  sometimes  apparently 
the  whole  tumour,  is  thrown  out,  leaving  the 
parietes  of  the  cyst,  it  I may  so  term  it,  so 
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thin  that  they  collapse,  and  then  is  the  fa- 
vourable moment  to  attempt  to  heal  the 
wound.  The  effect,  then,  of  the  phosphate 
of  iron  is  not  gradually  apparent ; but  al- 
though it  has  no  apparent  effect  for  a consi- 
derable period,  yet  a time  will  arrive  when  a 
sudden  change  takes  place,  which  1 cannot 
doubt  is  produced  by  this  application,  be- 
cause it  has  occurred  with  me  in  so  many  in- 
stances, when  nature,  if  left  to  her  own  efforts, 
very  rarely  effects  so  desirable  and  so  sudden 
a change.  When  this  kind  of  sloughing 
commences,  and  indeed  some  days  before,  the 
Ferrum  Tartarizatum  should  be  discontinued, 
the  bowels  cleared  out  with  a brisk  saline 
cathartic,  and  when  the  sloughing  is  actually 
established,  the  phosphate  of  iron  to  the 
breast  should  be  laid  aside,  and  a piece  of 
lint  dipped  in  alcohol  applied  to  the  slough, 
over  which  should  be  placed  a carrot  poultice, 
which  should  be  changed  every  six  hours ; 
the  carrots  should  be  boiled,  and  passed 
through  a hair  sieve,  as  carrots,  when  applied 
raw,  usually  give  pain  ; but  it  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  the  patients  complain  of  pain,  which 
they  consider  to  arise  rather  from  the  appli- 
cations made  use  of,  than  from  the  effects  of 
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the  disease.  I would  then  change  it  for  the 
following  cataplasm,  which  generally  agrees 
very  well : — 

R Liquor  Plurnbi  Acetatis,  sj 
Vin.  Opii,  jij 

Confect  Rosa,  *i.  M.  f.  Cataplasm  secundum  artcm. 

This  should  be  spread  thickly  on  lint,  and 
applied  to  the  slough,  changing  it  every  six 
or  eight  hours.  By  these  means  the  wound 
will  be  kept  much  sweeter,  and  the  process  of 
sloughing  accelerated.  During,  and  indeed 
previous  to  this,  there  will  be  considerable 
constitutional  irritation,  which  must  be  at- 
tended to.  For  this  purpose  I generally 
order  the  following  draught  to  be  taken  dur- 
ing the  day : — 

R Tinct : Hyosciam  : lit  xx. 

Sp  : iEther  : Sulph  : xl. 

Tinct  : Castor  : 3SS 
Syrup : Croci,  si 

Mist : Camphor*,  ^iss.  M.  f.  Haust  sexta  quaque 
hora  capiat. 

Or  this, 

R Potass*  Carbon  : 9j 
Succi  Limonis : ^ss 
Tinct : Hyosciam,  ill  xx 
Syrup  : Tolut : sj 
Aq  : Dislillat : 

M ft.  Haust : 


And  at  night,  if  there  is  considerable  ac- 
companying  pain  and  restlessness,  I prescribe 
one  or  other  of  the  following  draughts  : — 

R Liquoris  Anodyn  ; Battley,  xx- 
Mist : Camphor®  : 3iss.  M.  ft.  Haust. 

K Liquoris  Anodyn  : Battley,  HI  xx. 

Liquoris  Anodyn. : Hoff.  irl  xxx. 

Mist : Camphor®,  ^iss.  M.  hora  sonmi  sumendus. 


I have  generally  found  these  the  best  modes 
of  exhibiting  opium ; they  never  produce 
head-ache,  nor  any  of  those  unpleasant  symp- 
toms usually  attending  the  exhibition  of  that 
drug,  and  the  union  of  Hoffman’s  Anodyne 
with  Battley ’s,  is,  I think,  an  improvement 
on  the  latter.  The  Aq  : Menth  . Sativa  may 
be  substituted  for  the  Camphor  Mixture, 
when  nausea  is  apprehended.  I have,  how- 
ever, met  with  cases  where  these  forms  of 
opium  will  not  agree ; then  the  Extractum 
Lactucee  may  be  tried,  in  the  dose  of  ten 
grains,  and  generally  with  good  effect. 

This  is  all,  generally  speaking,  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  during  the  process  of 
sloughing  ; and  hitherto,  I have  not  met  with 
an  instance  which  has  terminated  fatally. 
When  the  sloughing  has  ceased,  if  the  wound 


or  cavity  be  carefully  examined,  there  will 
generally  be  found  a portion  of  cancerous 
substance  remaining,  which  will  be  easily  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  new  granulations  which 
are  rising,  by  the  difference  in  colour,  which 
is  nearly  white.  An  attempt  should  be  made 
to  destroy  this,  if  it  be  practicable;  but  in 
general  there  are  existing  objections  to  its 
destruction ; — the  delicate  health  of  the  pa- 
tient is  one,  and  ought  to  be  duly  considered. 
The  depth  at  which  it  is  situated  is  another, 
which  renders  such  an  attempt  scarcely  prac- 
ticable ; and  a third  is,  that  if  a few  days  are 
suffered  to  elapse,  it  is  soon  imbedded  in  the 
new  granulations.  If  the  surgeon  thinks  it 
advisable,  under  all  circumstances,  to  at- 
tempt its  extraction,  he  may  apply  to  the 
part  the  sub oxy -phosphate  of  iron,  or  sprinkle 
a small  portion  of  the  arseniate  of  the  same 
metal ; or  he  may  try  the  following  powder : — 

R Pulv  : Sabina?  fol : 

Subacet : Cupri  ana  partes  aequales  Misce.  ft.  Pulvis. 


And  after  the  pain  produced  by  either  ap- 
plication has  subsided,  he  may  fill  the  wound 
up  with  the  carrot  poultice ; or  if  he  prefers 


a milder  mode,  he  may  fill  the  wound  up,  in 
the  first  instance,  with  the  phosphate  of  iron, 
which  will  sometimes  destroy  it,  and  will  not 
prevent  the  granulations  from  rising.  In 
this  case,  the  edges  of  the  wound  may  be 
dressed  with  either  of  the  ointments  before 
ordered ; by  which  mode  it  will  frequently 
heal ; but  if  any  of  the  schirrous  substance  be 
left  behind,  the  wound  will  not  remain  many 
weeks  healed.  For  a fortnight  or  three  weeks, 
it  may  be  proper  to  give  the  Decoct : Sarsapa- 
rilla, with  some  of  the  extract  dissolved  in  it, 
or  Decoct.  Cinchona  cum  Mistura  Camphorae  ; 
and  after  this  period,  the  Ferrum  Tartarizatum 
may  be  again  had  recourse  to,  and  should  be 
continued  until  symptoms  denoting  the  ap- 
proach of  sloughing  again  come  on. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  great  quantities 
of  fungus  are  thrown  out  from  these  wounds, 
and  more  particularly  from  the  edges,  which 
defy  all  our  attempts  to  destroy.  I have  tried 
every  species  of  caustic,  without  effect ; even 
the  arseniate  of  iron,  or  even  arsenic  itself, 
makes  not  the  least  impression  ; and  if  the 
knife  is  used,  a considerable  quantity  of  blood 
may  be  lost,  which  the  patient  can  very  ill 
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spare.  When  this  fungus  lias  protruded  over 
the  mouth  of  the  wound,  so  as  to  prevent  its 
being  kept  clean,  or  the  proper  applications 
being  made  to  it.  I have  passed  a sharp  probe 
or  a needle  through  it,  in  two  situations,  with 
a ligature  attached,  so  as  to  include  a portion, 
and  by  tightening  the  ligature  every  day,  in 
a few  days  it  will  slough  off;  or  when  the 
base  of  a portion  of  fungus  is  small,  by  apply- 
ing a ligature  around,  it  will  drop  off*.  In 
this  way,  the  mouth  of  the  wound  may  be 
kept  free,  with  comparatively  little  suffering 
to  the  patient.  If  the  fungus  be  left  alone,  it 
will  grow  to  an  enormous  size,  but  eventually 

will  destroy  itself.  When  it  commences  to 
€/ 

do  so,  a small  ulcer  will  be  perceived  on  some 
part  of  it,  which  gradually  spreads,  until  the 
destruction  of  the  fungus  is  accomplished ; 
and  as  soon  as  this  is  done,  fresh  fungus  suc- 
ceeds ; but  at  last,  I have  occasionally  seen 
cicatrization  take  place  over  the  fungus  which 
formed  at  the  edges  of  the  wound,  and  in 
process  of  time  its  elevation  has  so  much  les- 
sened, as  to  be  nearly  even  with  the  surround- 
ing healthy  parts. 


It  will  be  seen  from  what  I have  now  said 


on  the  subject  of  Open  Cancer,  that  the  plan 
of  treatment  I have  proposed  is  not  designed 
to  embrace  every  feature  which  that  disease 
may  assume ; but  rather  calculated  to  meet 
obstacles  that  practitioners  may  encounter  in 
their  treatment  of  some  particular  cases  ; and 
if  only  one  among'  the  several  formulae  I have 
given,  is  found  available  by  the  practitioner, 
to  any  individual  case  it  may  become  his  pain- 
ful duty  to  treat,  I shall  feel  satisfied  that  I 
have  not  been  unprofitably  employed. 

I think  the  liberal  and  candid  reader  must 
admit,  that  I have  not  advocated  the  use  of 
the  Fucus  in  all  cases  indiscriminately.  But 
lest  I should  be  misunderstood  on  that  head,  1 
will,  in  conclusion,  state  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  there  are  some  cases  of  Occult  Cancer  in 
which  it  will  be  found  useless,  and  many  of 
Open,  in  which  it  would  be  injudicious  to 
prescribe  it. 

In  recommending  a form  of  diet  for  pa- 
tients subjected  to  this  plan  of  treatment,  I 
shall  first  observe,  that  during  the  time  alka- 
line substances  are  taken,  all  kinds  of  acids 
should  be  carefully  avoided ; and  although 
the  Fucus  is  not  one  which  would  effervesce 


on  being'  joined  with  an  acid,  yet  such  union 
in  the  stomach  would  materially  tend  to  di- 
minish its  effects  ; and  i believe  it  is  gene- 
rally admitted,  that  vegetable  acids  have  a 
disposition  to  increase,  if  not  to  produce  the 
disease.  Fruit  should  not  be  eaten,  unless 
quite  ripe,  and  even  in  that  state,  the  patient 
is  better  without  it.  All  vegetables  of  an 
acrimonious  nature  are  exceedingly  impro- 
per,— such  as  garlic,  onions,  mustard,  horse- 
radish, &c.  All  fermented  liquors  should 
be  very  sparingly  used,  if  not  altogether  dis- 
continued. 

For  breakfast,  I generally  direct  patients  to 
take  either  coffee,  cocoa,  or  milk  and  water. 
The  use  of  tea,  particularly  green  tea,  I stren- 
uously oppose,  on  account  of  its  influence  on 
the  nervous  system. 

For  dinner,  plain  meats,  either  roast, 
broiled,  or  boiled,  drinking  water,  either 
alone,  or  a little  wine  added  to  it. 

It  is  desirable  to  avoid  the  alum  too  fre- 
quently mixed  in  baker’s  bread.  The  best 
bread  I consider  to  be  made  with  equal  parts 
of  rye  and  wheaten  flour. 
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Having  now  in  a concise  manner  given  to 
the  public  an  unreserved  statement  of  the 
general  principles  and  practice  under  which 
I have  been  successful  in  the  removal  of 
schirrous  tumours  in  the  breasts  of  females, 
by  a constitutional  mode  of  treatment,  the 
most  simple  that  could  be  devised  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  and  which  might  be,  and 
frequently  is  followed  for  other  diseases,  in 
the  case  of  infants,  without  in  any  degree 
proving  injurious  even  to  their  delicate  sys- 
tems,— I cannot,  both  from  its  simplicity  and 
utility,  urge  too  strongly  the  necessity  of  its 
general  adoption  for  the  cure  of  Occult  Can- 
cer ; and  I hope  the  addition  and  improve- 
ments I have  now  made  in  this  practice,  will 
be  received  and  considered  as  they  are  intend- 
ed,—for  the  alleviation  and  cure  of  this 
fatal  disease,  and  not  for  a subject  of  cavil 
and  disputation.  I can  only  say,  I shall 
be  most  happy  to  receive  and  to  attend  to 
any  hints  or  suggestions  that  medical  men  may 
favour  me  with,  by  which  they  imagine  the 
proposed  plan  of  treatment  may  be  improved. 

FINIS. 
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Just  Published,  by  the  same  Author, 

Second  Edition,  Svo.  Price  4s. 

A TREATISE  on  the  NATURE  of  SCROFULA  ; in 
which  the  Origin  of  that  Disease  is  accounted  for  on  New  Prin- 
ciples ; illustrated  by  various  Facts  and  Observations  explanatory 
of  a Method  for  its  complete  Eradication;  together  with  Remarks 
on  the  frequent  Failure  of  this  Mode  of  Treatment  in  the  Hands 
of  other  Practitioners,  and  an  Appendix,  containing  many  inter- 
esting Cases,  with  the  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  several. 
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